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Planning and Environment Decisions Wales 
Crown Buildings 
Cathays Park 
Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ 
Email: PEDW.Infrastructure@gov.wales 

Our Ref: SK/CR 
Tel:  

7th January 2022 
 
Dear Inspector, 
 
Re: DNS/3261355 - Rhoscrowther Wind Farm 
 
As an elected Senedd Member, I wish to object personally and on behalf of residents living in the 
Angle area, who are very much opposed to Planning Application DNS/3261355 - Rhoscrowther 
Wind Farm Scheme. 
 
This new Application is primarily based on a previous Application which has been refused by 
Pembrokeshire County Council and again refused on Appeal. Although the number of wind turbine 
in this Application have been reduced to 3, instead of the original 5, the height of the turbines has 
been dramatically increased and many of the overriding features of the original Application remain 
the same. 
 
I wish to make my objections as follows: 
 

1. The turbines will be placed almost alongside the boundary of the Pembrokeshire Coast 
Nation Park. The National Park LDP sets out the Statutory purposes of National Parks and 
the Statutory purpose is to conserve and enhance their natural beauty, wildlife and cultural 
heritage and to promote opportunities for public understanding and enjoyment of their 
special qualities. The turbines will be located adjacent to the National Park and will be 
clearly visible for miles. 
 
Tan 8 of general planning guidance indicates that there is a balance to be struck between 
the desirability of renewable energy and landscape protection and the implicit objective in 
Tan 8 is to maintain the integrity and quality of the landscape within National Parks. There 
is no doubt that the turbines, even before taking the rotation of the blades into account, will 
be a distraction and will be viewed from as far afield as Dale and Castlemartin. The turbines 
will be visible from the routes into the village of Angle and will not enhance the remoteness 
or rural appearance of the peninsular or the National Park. In fact, the turbines will create a 
substantial intrusion into the pastoral landscape and will be seen from the roads used by 
recreational users of the Coastal Path 
 
The height of the turbines in this application is 135 metres. Furthermore, the turbines will be 
set high on a ridge at least 45 metres above sea level. As such, they will be clearly visible 
from the village of Castlemartin, as well as Angle and Wallaston Green. The height and 
location of the turbines will have a substantial and harmful impact on the visual character 
and quality of the landscape, especially in relation to the National Park. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Although the turbines will be set against the backdrop of Valero, Valero is an anomaly in an 
otherwise unspoilt area of wild, natural beauty. It is also anticipated that Valero will 
eventually be run down, in-line with the UK and Welsh Government’s efforts to cut carbon 
emissions. Therefore, the chimney stacks may, at some point in the future, be removed and 
should not be used as a justification to increase the industrialisation of an otherwise 
unspoilt area of natural beauty. 
 

2. The Planning Application for Valero was justified by the need for employment and it has, in 
fact, generated a high number of jobs over the years. However, it is anticipated that only 2 
permanent jobs will result from the Application for the wind turbines and, by and large, the  
work can and will be done remotely, causing considerable disruption to the local community 
during the initial stages of construction, but with very little economic benefit to local 
residents or the County as a whole in the longer term. 
 
The site lies outside the area to which LDP policy SP2 lies, ie the development the Port of 
Milford Haven. The site lies within the north-western part of the Landmap Visual and 
Sensory Impact Area PMBRKVS061, with overall evaluations of the original planning 
application ranging from Moderate through High to Outstanding. Therefore, the turbines 
would have a significant visual and sensory impact, but with very little economic benefit. 
 

3. Planning Policy Wales  states that should any proposed development conflict with the 
objective of preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of a conservation area, or 
its setting, there will be a strong presumption against the grant of planning permission. 
Angle Conservation area covers the whole of Angle, including part of Angle Bay. Views 
across Angle Bay are intrinsic to the character of Angle. The turbines would be a major 
feature and distract the eye, particularly the rotation of the blades, thereby altering the 
character of the conservation area. 
 
The turbines would also be a significant and distracting feature in the view towards 
Wallaston Round Barrows from the vicinity of Corston Beacon Round Barrow, thereby 
impacting upon a heritage site. Additionally, the turbines are to be located in close proximity 
to St Decumanus Church, which is a medieval Church of C13 origin, and is a Grade 1 listed 
building. Nearby is a C109 Grade 2 listed schoolhouse and a Grade 2 listed medieval 
cross. The turbines, because of their height, would have an intrusive effect and detract from 
the peaceful and subdued setting of the church and intrude upon the experience of the 
grouping of the Church, schoolhouse and medieval cross shaft and base. 
 

4. National Park LDP Policy 33 Renewable Energy. Annex 2 Supplementary Planning 
Guidance for developments refers to Castlemartin and Angle Peninsula. The overall 
assessments  record a high landscape sensitivity to siting of medium or large turbines (65m 
to 125m). They note limited opportunity for turbines and then below 100m height. The 
height of the turbines proposed is 135 metres. 
 

5. According to The Wildlife Trusts, the Manx Shearwater bird’s conservation status is 
classified in the UK as Amber under the Birds of Conservation Concern 4: the Red List for 
Birds (2015).It is a well known fact, locally, that birds of this species are drawn at night to 
the lights on the chimneys at Valero, with numbers of birds being injured and subsequently 
rescued. Therefore, it is inevitable that if the turbines are lit at night, Manx Shearwater birds 
will be similarly drawn to the turbines, but with the additional dangers of rotating blades to 
contend with. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Many of my observations have been drawn from previous planning recommendations. 
Nevertheless, they are equally as valid in terms of this new Application. 
 
Finally, I  understand that in proposals of this nature, there is usually a period of pre-Planning 
Consultation that takes place, to determine the Community’s level of support for the Application. 
However, my constituents have stated that very little Consultation has taken place, partly because 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, but mainly because the invitation to participate was issued at late notice 
and to coincide with the Christmas period in 2020, over a year ago. 
 
There are additional contentious issues to consider, such as safety at the Valero site, should there 
be a catastrophic failure of any turbine, base noise levels against which the noise impact of the 
turbines will be determined, the possibility of TV interference at nearby established campsites, and 
the fact that residents at Wallaston Green seem to have been largely left out of any meaningful 
pre-Planning discussion with the Developer, despite being the closest village to the proposed site. 
However, I expect that my constituents will raise those issues on a separate and individual basis. 
 
I would be very grateful if you would kindly note and record my objections. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 

Samuel Kurtz MS 


