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24 February 2021 
 
 
ATISN 14815 
 
Information requested 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 28 January 2021.  You asked for: 
 

1. A copy of the business case named the spectator sports survival fund (or an 
alternative if there this a different name) that supported the recent decision to award 
£17.7million to sports in wales.  
2. All emails related to the sports survival fund exchanges between officials, MS and 
Ministers.  
3. All minutes of meetings that were held to discuss the subject matter of the sports 
survival fund.  
 
Our response 
 
The relevant and available information you requested is enclosed in the attached 
Annexes. 
  
Next steps 
  
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can 
ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales
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However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
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Annex 1 
 

  

From: Redacted - Non relevant or personal 
information Culture and Sport Division 

 

Cleared by: Redacted - Non relevant or personal 
information Culture and Sport Division 

Date: 21 January 2021 

  

MINISTERIAL ADVICE 

For decision by:  
Dafydd Elis-Thomas MS, Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism 
Eluned Morgan MS, Minister for Mental Health, Wellbeing and the Welsh Language 
Rebecca Evans MS, Minister for Finance and Trefnydd 
Copied to:  
Mark Drakeford MS, First Minister  

Subject Spectator Sports Survival Fund 2020-21   

100 word 
summary 

Agreement is being sought to allocate funding to a survival 
fund for spectator sports. The ‘Spectator Sports Survival 
Fund’ will support the sector in meeting the ongoing 
challenges resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic and will help 
the sector survive a lengthy period where spectators have not 
been able to return to sports grounds and stadia.  

Timing Urgent: An announcement regarding the funding is needed to 
support the sector at the earliest opportunity.  

Recommendation The Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism is asked 
to agree:  

 a £17.7m funding package for sport to help the sector 
meet the ongoing challenges of the pandemic, subject to 
the funding being made available by the Minister for 
Finance and Trefnydd from central reserves 

 the publication of the Written Statement at doc 2. 

The Minister for Finance and Trefnydd is asked to agree: 

 to allocate £17.7m from the centrally held Covid-19 
revenue reserve to the Mental Health, Wellbeing and 
Welsh Language MEG at the Third Supplementary Budget 
to provide immediate financial support to the sector to 
ensure the organisations are sustainable and are ready for 
the start of the next season (September 2021).  

The Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism and the 
Minister for Finance and Trefnydd are asked to: 

 agree the draft Press Notice at Doc 4; and 
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 Redacted – non relative or sensitive information. Any 
funding proposal for 2021-22 will be subject to a 
satisfactory business case, due diligence and further 
advice to Ministers.  

Key Risks  There is a risk that the organisations have over-estimated 
the grant funding they require. This is mitigated through 
the evidence that applicants will have to provide to support 
the acceptance of any grant offer. 

 There is a risk that this funding will not be enough to help 
organisations survive the impact of the pandemic. 
Mitigation – this proposal will be reviewed after three 
months to ensure it is achieving the policy aim. 

Decision report This decision does require a Decision Report, which may be 
published at any point, that states:   

“The Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport and Tourism has 
agreed funding to support a £17.7m Spectator Sports Survival 
Fund to help the sector meet the ongoing challenges of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.”   

 
ADVICE 
Background 
 
Introduction 

 

1. Since the first lockdown in March 2020 sport has been severely impacted. Sport 
across Wales came to an abrupt halt with all sports venues, competitions and 
events closed, cancelled or postponed with an immediate impact through loss of 
income.  
 

2. It seems unlikely that the return of spectators to sport – in any meaningful 
capacity – will happen before the summer. In line with the Coronavirus Control 
Plan, published on 16 December, test events will only resume at level two in the 
plan, with increased numbers of spectators, albeit in a very limited capacity, 
allowed at level one.  

 

3. These challenges are currently devastating the sector and will impact the viability 
of the sector in the medium and long-term. Redundancies across the sector are 
inevitable due to the significant ongoing financial pressures. When the regulations 
will allow greater numbers, attracting customers back to sporting events will be 
extremely challenging. Consumer confidence is also likely to be low for an 
extended period, which will impact significantly on future revenue income for 
sports.   
 

4. Existing funding initiatives, such as the UK Government’s Coronavirus Job 
Retention Scheme (CJRS), the Welsh Government’s business support schemes, 
and Sport Wales’ Emergency and Sport Resilience Funds have not yet reached 
parts of the professional game in any significant way. In the context of the scale of 
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the losses, these initiatives will not be enough to protect jobs and ensure the 
sector can thrive once again.  

UK and devolved administrations’ funding announcements  
5. On 19 November, the UK Government announced a £300m ‘Sports Winter 

Survival Package’ providing support for sports - from national governing bodies 
through to clubs - impacted by coronavirus restrictions. The majority of this, 
£250m, was made up of loans, with £50m in resource funding. The UK 
Government subsequently confirmed that Covid support has been provided 
through the £5.2bn Treasury guarantee to support the Welsh Government’s 
response to Covid-19. Support in England is being provided to rugby union, horse 
racing, women’s football and the lower tiers of the National League. Rugby 
League, motorsport, tennis, netball, basketball, ice hockey, badminton and 
greyhound racing are also benefitting. No support was provided to either the 
men’s English Premier League or the men’s English Football League.  
 

6. On 10 December, the Scottish Government announced a £55m emergency sports 
funding package to tackle lost ticket revenue during the pandemic. The funding 
will comprise grants and low-interest loans (£30m grants and £25m loans), 
including £30m for Scottish Football at all levels of the game. Scottish Rugby will 
benefit from £20m (£15m grant and £5m loans), alongside funding for basketball, 
netball, motor sport, horse racing and ice hockey, including support for ice rinks 
that support Scotland’s curling programmes, as well as recreational and 
professional skating.  

 

7. This advice presents an opportunity for a similar fund to be announced for Wales 
to protect the sector and ensure survivability following the devastating loss of 
income from gate receipts.  
 

Impact of Covid-19 on spectator sports 
 
Overview 
 
8. Our sport national partners support their respective sports at all levels, from 

grass-roots to the elite and professional level. The sports that have been affected 
range from smaller sports, such as netball, to mass participation sports, such as 
rugby and football. Grass roots and community sport in general has been 
devastated by the pandemic and they rely on the professional elements to sustain 
the community game.    
 

9. Our larger NGBS (National Governing Bodies of Sport), such as the Welsh Rugby 
Union and Football Association Wales, and the professional sports clubs, have all 
in recent years worked hard to increase and diversify commercial revenue 
streams and to reduce long-standing debts. But with a very significant proportion 
of their income coming from gate revenues and commercial activities, an 
otherwise stable business model crashed overnight.  

 
 
 
 
The economic value of sport 
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10. Official statistics demonstrate the scale of the economic value and important role 

of the sport and leisure sector in Wales. The latest figures published before the 
Covid-19 pandemic, showed that the Gross Value Added of the sport sector in 
Wales was £532m1, before adjusting for inflation. In addition, the sector employs 
approximately 26,000 people in Wales, of which 5,000 (19%) are self-employed2, 
and at additional risk from the negative economic effects of the virus. This sector 
contains a slightly higher percentage of self-employed workers when compared to 
the number of self-employed people in the UK workforce as a whole (15.1%)3. 
Research by Sport Wales reports that for every £1 invested in sport in Wales 
there is a return of £2.88, and that approximately £3.5m of benefits for Welsh 
communities was generated from participating and volunteering in sport in 
2016/174. 
 

11. There has been a decline of GVA during the lockdown period of 54%. Overall 
assuming recovery, GVA will decrease in 2020, using 2016 prices, by 17%. This 
compares to the forecasted 5.8% decline for the whole economy in 2020. In other 
words, in the best case the sport economy is going to decline at a rate three times 
greater than the expected recession. The underlying statistic that makes this 
possible is the very big number of sport organisations temporarily closed during 
the lockdown. This creates significant cash flow challenges for many sports.  
 

UK and Welsh Government support already provided to the sector  
 

12. As already highlighted, the main sources of support have been from the UK 
Government in the form of CJRS. Funding has also been made available through 
Sport Wales and by the Welsh Government’s Economic Resilience Fund. 
However, there has been limited uptake of this ERF via the sport sector due to 
eligibility. Organisations without sufficient scale in terms of job numbers have 
faced difficulty in accessing the larger funding awards.   
 

13. At the start of the crisis last April, Sport Wales received an additional £200k from 
the Welsh Government and repurposed existing discretionary funding to 
announce an £8.1m resilience fund for sport, made up of comparable amounts of 
Welsh Government and National Lottery funds. This included an Emergency 
Relief Fund that has already supported 345 applicants to a total of £605k. The 
funding is also supporting a Be Active Wales Fund and this is supporting the 
sector with the aim of “protecting the sport and physical activity sector through 
and beyond the coronavirus pandemic – strengthening organisations to thrive in 
the future and support people in Wales to enjoy being active”.    

 
14. On 17 September, the Welsh Government announced a £14m Sport and Leisure 

Recovery Fund for 2020-21 to help the sector meet the ongoing challenges 
resulting from the coronavirus pandemic and to help provide longer-term 
sustainability. The sport and leisure recovery fund is designed to help provide 
essential support to community sports clubs and organisations, independent 

                                            
1DCMS Sectors Economic Estimates 2018: Regional GVA  
2 DCMS Sectors Economic Estimates 2019: Employment  
3Trends in Self Employment in the UK 
4 Social Return on Investment in Sport 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fstatistics%2Fdcms-sectors-economic-estimates-2018-regional-gva&data=02%7C01%7CTom.Stevenson2%40gov.wales%7C56f1a33b45984c68dd8e08d82705d172%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637302253236506792&sdata=9oCLkpF1MCuIRaLLHrbQVFpNm0K%2Bke17IYxbcz1BhFE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fdcms-sectors-economic-estimates-2019-employment%2Fdcms-sectors-economic-estimates-2019-employment%23fn%3A1&data=02%7C01%7CTom.Stevenson2%40gov.wales%7C56f1a33b45984c68dd8e08d82705d172%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637302253236516786&sdata=tOiu%2Fj%2BAycNhzBH3EX4EaTREYM%2Fbl0kArfeatjtIPqs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ons.gov.uk/employmentandlabourmarket/peopleinwork/employmentandemployeetypes/articles/trendsinselfemploymentintheuk/2018-02-07
https://www.sport.wales/content-vault/social-return-on-investment-in-sport/


7 

 

 

providers and sporting events which have suffered a significant loss of revenue 
over recent months. The fund also makes available funding for innovation in local 
authority leisure centres and leisure trusts which complements funding available 
for increased costs and loss of income from the local government hardship fund. 
This recovery fund is currently being delivered by Sport Wales, our key delivery 
agent, but the fund was not designed to support clubs and organisations recover 
losses from spectators.  
 

Spectator Sports Survival Fund 2020-21 
 
15. Sport is an important sector and will be a vital player in our recovery and healing 

after the crisis, playing an essential role in developing a healthier and resilient 
nation and providing hope and inspiration from Welsh sporting success at home 
and abroad.   
 

16. The purpose of this fund is to ensure the short-to-medium term survival of sports 
organisations and clubs rather than replacing all lost income as a result of the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. The expectation is that this funding will provide 
immediate financial support the sector to cover losses and sustain them through 
the Winter period. This will ensure that they are ready for the beginning of next 
season (September 2021) at which point the needs of the sector will be reviewed 
and further support for 2021-22 considered taking into account how the pandemic 
has evolved and the budgetary position and fiscal outlook at that time.   

Assessment of need 
17. A need analysis has been undertaken working closely with key organisations 

across the sector.  
 

18. Based on the assumption that spectators will not return in significant numbers 
before the summer, Sport Wales engaged with sports adversely impacted by the 
loss of spectator revenue with a view to understanding the financial implications 
and what support was required to secure their survival at least until the end of the 
current season. Returns to Sport Wales provided detail on:   

 

 expenditure and debt;  

 the operation of income streams for various sports;  

 the immediacy of risk (including the number of jobs likely to be impacted); 

 what, if any, COVID-19 support measures had been accessed to date; and  

 specific financial detail in relation to closed door activity.    
 

19. This work has identified urgent funding support of £17.7m revenue grants in 
2020-21 that will be required to sustain the sector. Ministers will note that the 
main ask for support is from rugby union (£13.5m) with relatively smaller 
allocations for other sports. This reflects the losses that have been reported 
directly by the sports themselves and the nature of spectator sports in Wales. It 
has also been diluted from a footballing perspective because professional football 
has been supported by other mechanisms and Tier 1 and 2 clubs in the Welsh 
pyramid have received a share of a £750k funding award to the FAW from The 
National Lottery. This package does provide value for money on that basis and is 
proportionate to the scale of the losses reported by the sports. A summary 
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assessment for each sport is provided at Annex 2 along with comparisons with 
funding packages announced for England and Scotland at Doc 1.  

 
Analysis of options for supporting sport  
20. A number of options have been explored in designing the fund:  

 

 Grants or loans - Offering direct funding support is considered to be the best 
and most cost effective way of maintaining employment levels and adding to 
efforts to stabilise the sector. Consideration has been made around the 
options of providing loan funding instead of grant funding. Moving to a loan will 
not be a viable option for most organisations and will affect long-term 
sustainability. Officials are separately exploring the potential for a Financial 
Transactions Capital loan arrangement with the WRU giving the significant 
additional funding it requires to survive the crisis and this will be subject to 
future advice.  

 

 Intervention rates – A grant at 100% is advised and there are unlikely to be 
any scenarios where a reduced intervention rate may be possible. The scale 
of losses are insurmountable without significant support. The grant awards at 
100% do present value for money in comparison with the losses incurred by 
sports and in comparison with funding packages in England and Scotland.    

 

 Capital grants - there is no demand for capital funding in this context with the 
exception of the potential financial transactions capital funding support to the 
WRU in 2021-22 which will be subject to future advice.  
 

 Reserves - National Governing Bodies and sport organisations generally carry 
no sizeable reserves and, even when operating in normal circumstances, do 
not set out to make profits. Any profit that is made is re-invested back in the 
community game. 

Financial implications 
 
Overview 
 
21. The advice presents the £17.7m revenue funding package requiring in 2020-21.   

 

Sport Grant 
Funding 
2020-21 

£m 

Rugby Union 13.5 

Football  1.5 

Ice hockey   0.2 

Horseracing 1.2 

Netball 0.1 

Rugby League 0.2 

Cricket 1.0 

Total 17.7 
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22. The allocation, as summarised in the following table, will be reflected in the Third 
Supplementary Budget: 

 

Delivery Area BEL 
Revenue 
2020-21  

£m 

Total 
£m 

    
Local Culture & 
Sport BEL 6170 17.7 17.7 
    

Total    17.7 17.7 

 
23. The £17.7m revenue funding package will be allocated to sports organisations 

directly from the Welsh Government. The delivery of the grant will be managed 
within existing DRC (staff) resources within the Division; this may have 
opportunity costs in the short term in diverting staff away from other duties to 
deliver this scheme. 
 

24. The economic and social value of the sport sector to Wales and its people is 
highlighted earlier in this advice.  There is considerable value for money in 
supporting these sports in this way at this moment in time, not just to secure jobs 
and the future viability of the sports’ governing bodies but also to safeguard the 
opportunities they provide for the community game in their sports. 

 

25. Any funding the governing bodies of these sports have received from other 
sources has already been taken into account in the assessment of need.  The 
terms of the grant offer to the sports will include clawback provisions for any 
unspent funds and will be considered should the sports receive any funding from 
other sources in the coming months for the same purposes.  
 

 
Impact assessment 
 
26. An assessment of the decision as it impacts on Children, the Welsh Language, 

Equality, Environment, the Economy and social wellbeing is provided at Doc 3.  
 
Legal issues 
 
UK Subsidy Regime 

 
27. UK Subsidy Regime rules have been taken into account when designing this 

support package.  All subsidies are at risk of Judicial Review, if challenged. 
 

28. The European Commission has decided to prolong and extend the scope of the 
State aid Temporary Framework adopted on 19 March 2020 to support the 
economy in the context of the coronavirus outbreak. All sections of the Temporary 
Framework are prolonged for six months until 30 June 2021, and the section to 
enable recapitalisation support is prolonged for three months until 30 September 
2021. 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/competition/state_aid/what_is_new/covid_19.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_496
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29. The amendment also introduces a new measure to enable Member States to 
support companies facing a decline in turnover during the eligible period of at 
least 30% compared to the same period of 2019 due to the coronavirus outbreak. 
The support will contribute to a part of the beneficiaries' fixed costs that are not 
covered by their revenues, up to a maximum amount of €3 million per undertaking 
(£2,718,300). Supporting these companies by contributing to part of their costs on 
a temporary basis aims at preventing the deterioration of their capital, maintaining 
their business activity and providing them with a strong platform to recover. This 
allows more targeted aid to companies that demonstrably need it. 

 

30. On this basis the maximum grant support allowable will be c£2.7m per 
undertaking in 2020-21. Any other Welsh Government support received during 
the financial year will need to be deducted from this maximum amount.    

 
Powers 
 
31. Section 60 of the Government of Wales Act 2006 (GoWA 2006) provides the 

Welsh Ministers with broad powers in relation to the promotion of well-being. The 
Welsh Ministers may do anything which they consider appropriate to achieve the 
promotion or improvement of the economic, social or environmental well-being of 
Wales. This power may be exercised in relation to or for the benefit of either the 
whole or any part of Wales, or all or any persons resident or present in Wales. 
 

32. Section 58A of GoWA 2006 provides that the Welsh Ministers may exercise 
executive ministerial functions which are within devolved competence, or which 
are outside of devolved competence if they are ancillary to a function. This is a 
general power which includes a function involving expenditure or other financial 
matters. 

 
33. Section 126 of the Housing Grants, Construction and Regeneration Act 1996 (“the 

1996 Act”) empowers the Welsh Ministers to give financial assistance to any 
person in respect of expenditure incurred in connection with activities which 
contribute to the regeneration or development of an area. Section 127 of the 1996 
Act sets out that such financial assistance may be given by way of grants and 
section 128 of the 1996 Act provides that terms may be attached to such financial 
assistance.  

 
34. As this advice does not cover any new legal issues, the Legal Services 

Department has not been asked to provide clearance. 
 
Communications 

 
35. Officials are developing a stakeholder communications and engagement plan. 

The overall package is scheduled to be announced as soon as possible and a 
draft Written Statement and Press Notice are attached at Docs 2 and 3 
respectively.  
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Annex 1-a: ASSURANCE AND COPY RECIPIENTS 
 

CLEARANCE TRACKING 
 

Aspect  Tracking Yes No N/A 
Clearance 

no. 

Finance 

Financial implications over £50,000? ☒ ☐ ☐  

Cleared by Group Finance? ☒ ☐ ☐ ET/CF/20/345 

Cleared by Strategic Budgeting? ☒ ☐ ☐ SB/1468/5 

Cleared by Local Government 
Finance? 

☐ ☐ ☒  

Legal 
Legal issues? ☐ ☒ ☐  

Cleared by relevant lawyers? ☐ ☐ ☒  

Governance 

Novel and contentious issues? ☐ ☒ ☐  

Cleared by Corporate Governance 
Centre of Excellence? 

☐ ☐ ☒  

 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR, STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE 
 
In clearing this MA, I confirm that I, Redacted - Non relevant or personal information, have 
quality assured this advice, ensuring it is provided on the basis of evidence, accurately 
presents the options and facts and I am accountable for the recommendations made 
 
I am satisfied that the recommended decision or action, if agreed, would be lawful, 
affordable and comply with all relevant statutory obligations. Welsh Government policy 
priorities and cross portfolio implications have been fully considered in line with delivery of 
the government objectives.   
 
I have fully considered the statement of assurance contained in the MA guidance to 
ensure all relevant considerations have been taken into account and that the actions and 
decisions take account of regularity, propriety and value for money. 
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Annex 1-b: Assessment of need across sports  
 
Rugby Union  
36. Rugby is one of our main participative sports and rugby clubs across the country 

are vital parts of their communities. As the governing body for rugby union in 
Wales, all of the profit made by the WRU is invested back into rugby. The profits 
made from marquee and mass spectator events such as the Six Nations feed 
through to investment to all levels of rugby. The WRU’s losses principally come 
from the impact of no crowds at: the Wales v Scotland 2020 Six Nations fixture; 
the 2020 Autumn Nations Cup; and the 2021 Six Nations.  
 

37. Financially, the impact on rugby has been devastating. Redacted – non relative or 
sensitive information. Even if crowds return after that point, the impact of Covid-
19 will continue to be felt because of physical distancing and the disengagement 
from rugby the pandemic has caused.  
 

38. The WRU has put emergency cost savings – including reductions around 
overheads e.g. staffing costs - and banking facilities in place in an attempt to ride 
out the effects of the revenue reduction. The further reductions caused by playing 
behind closed doors have increased the financial pressure on the organisation to 
the point where government financial support to sustain the game is essential. 
Rugby cannot sustain that level of lost income. The need is not immediate – the 
facilities and measures put in place have helped deal with the short term 
pressures – but the measures put in place are heavily weighted towards loans 
and payment deferrals, which will place significant strain on the sport when they 
require repayment.  
 

39. The impact of the pandemic has been particularly felt at Regional level. Not only 
have the Regions suffered local losses due to the reduced games and lack of 
crowds, but the funding model for the Regional game means the WRU losses 
reduce funding to the Regions. The Regions have taken significant action to see 
them through, Redacted – non relative or sensitive information 
 

40. Despite this support the scenario has worsened and the funding need required by 
the WRU and the four regions has escalated. Redacted – non relative or sensitive 
information.  
 

41. It is critical that the main source of support is through grants supplemented by 
loans. The business model of the sport, from WRU through to all community 
clubs, is to make enough money to sustain the sport. There is no capacity in the 
business to be able to be able to service debt repayments going forward without a 
significant negative impact on the sport.   

 

42. UK Subsidy Regime would limit the highest threshold of grant to each entity at 
€3m. On this basis, it is advised a grant of £13.5m is awarded to the WRU 
covering the national and regional game. Support for the community game will be 
supported through the existing Sport Wales ‘Be Active Wales fund’. Ministers 
should note the following funding support has previously been provided to these 
organisations through the Economic Resilience Fund: WRU £577k (July 2020), 
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Ospreys £65k (May 2020), and Scarlets £35k (May 2020). The funding would be 
managed by the WRU but split as follows:  

 

Delivery Area £m 

WRU  2.7 

Scarlets 2.7 

Ospreys 2.7 

Dragons 2.7 

Blues  2.7 

Total 13.5 

 

43. This is comparable to the funding awarded in Scotland. The Scottish Government 
has awarded £15m in grant and £5m in loans to the Scottish Rugby Union but a 
UK Subsidy Regime limit of €3m will guide the maximum grant awarded to each 
organisation. Officials understand that the loans are offered as financial 
transactions capital at a rate of 1.9% interest rate (EU base rate) for a period of 
six years.  
 

44. The Star Chamber Redacted – non relative or sensitive information. 
 

 Redacted – non relative or sensitive information.  
 

 Redacted – non relative or sensitive information.   
 

 The Minister for Finance and Trefnydd and the Minister for Economy, Transport 
and North Wales wrote jointly to the Chancellor on 18 January to press for 
continuation of UK Government support packages, including CLBILS and to 
request that repayments to CLBILs are delayed or a payment holiday introduced 
to give businesses the opportunity to start trading again before repayments are 
expected. 

 

45. As part of our discussions and involvement with WRU, previous advice included 
the commissioning of debt advisory work and financial due diligence. With 
regards to the debt advisory work this work has been completed at a cost of £25k 
plus VAT. The financial due diligence work is ongoing with Deloitte commissioned 
at a cost of £59k plus VAT. These costs will be paid initially by the Welsh 
Government and then recovered from the WRU in full. The WRU has already 
agreed to this arrangement.  

 

Football 
46. There are five ‘exile’ clubs that play under the English football system. These 

include EFL Championship sides Cardiff FC and Swansea AFC. Newport County 
play in EFL League Two, and both Wrexham AFC (Vanarama National League – 
tier five) and Merthyr Tydfil FC also play in the English system.  
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47. Football returned at professional level in April 2020 with EFL Championship 
cross-border competition (Cardiff City and Swansea City). In addition to those two 
clubs, Newport County and Wrexham have also returned to play in the 2020-21 
season, as well as Cardiff City Ladies in England. Merthyr Town AFC, who play in 
the English Southern League Premier Division South, have been mothballed for 
the 2020-21 season to avoid bankruptcy. They will be allowed back into the 
league next season.    
 

48. In early December the EFL and the Premier League announced a rescue 
package and distress fund to address the immediate financial challenges faced by 
EFL Clubs arising as a result of the pandemic. For Championship Clubs, such as 
Swansea and Cardiff, the Premier League has agreed to provide a payment 
commitment of up to £15m to cover interest, arrangement fees and professional 
fees to allow the EFL to secure a £200m loan facility that it will then on-lend to 
Championship Clubs interest free. Loans are capped at £8.33m per 
Championship Club with monies received to be repaid by June 2024.  

 

49. The relief package will provide a combined fund of £50m for League One and 
League Two Clubs, with £30m to be paid to all 48 Clubs as a grant and a further 
£20m available on application as a ‘monitored grant’. A £30m grant to be paid 
immediately from the Premier League to EFL Clubs for distribution based on lost 
gate receipts in respect of the 2019/20 and 2020/21 Season. Each Club will 
receive a minimum payment of £375k in League One and £250k in League Two. 
The remaining £15m to be distributed using a lost gate revenue share calculation, 
which will be approved by both the EFL and the Premier League. As a club in 
League Two, Newport County has received funding support of £267k under this 
arrangement (Redacted – non relative or sensitive information). To note that 
Newport County FC has received funding support of £80k through the Economic 
Resilience Fund (June 2020).  

 

50. In October, the UK Government announced that National League football clubs 
would receive £10m funding as part of a unique partnership with The National 
Lottery. The support will benefit the 66 clubs in the fifth and six tiers of English 
football, so that they can continue to play behind closed doors after the return of 
fans was paused due to rising infection rates. Wrexham AFC, as a club in the 
Vanarama National League (tier five) has received £95k per month. The money 
for the initiative is coming from a National Lottery promotional fund. It is not being 
funded by money allocated for National Lottery Good Causes or by Camelot.  

 

51. The £10m announcement above triggered a £750k funding award via The 
National Lottery directly to the FAW and has been distributed to clubs at levels 
one and two in the Welsh pyramid. The £750k Camelot money will be distributed 
as follows: Cymru Premier League (CPL) Clubs (12 x £50k = £600k); JD Cymru 
North Clubs (16 x £5k = £80k); and JD Cymru South Clubs (16 x £5k = £80k).   

 

52. Cardiff City Ladies have already received a total of £18k in funding from the FAW 
(£5,000), Sport Wales (£3,042) and the Football Foundation (£10,000) to mitigate 
the impact of the pandemic.   

 

53. Based on the fact that Welsh clubs in the English pyramids have received funding 
through other avenues – which means they are treated consistently as their 
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counterparts and competitors - there is little need for additional funding support 
from the Welsh Government to the exiled clubs at this stage.  

 

54. Domestically, in Wales the Cymru Premier League (12 clubs) and Welsh Premier 
Women’s League (9 clubs) commenced in September behind closed doors. The 
impact on their return behind closed doors varies significantly, but it is important 
to note that it is not only zero ticket sales that have impacted the clubs, it is also 
the sponsorship (reduced coverage without spectators), hospitality, secondary 
stadium spend (refreshments, etc.) that have badly affected the viability of clubs. 
The Cymru Premier League is requesting support of £312k (£26k per club) with 
the Welsh Premier Women’s League requesting support of £9k (£1k per club).   

 

55. In international football, the FAW has hosted three men’s internationals and three 
women’s internationals behind closed doors, which has also impacted the 
Association. The funding support required includes £800k for men’s international 
football and £20k for women’s international football.   
 

 £m 

Men’s internationals 1.500 

Women’s international 0.020 

Cymru Premier League 0.312 

Welsh Premier Women’s League 0.009 

Total 1.841 

 

56. A grant of £1.5m is proposed for the FAW to support Welsh football losses and 

Ministers should note that no funding support is offered in this advice to the five 

exiled clubs playing in the English system given that support has been provided 

through other means and this is consistent with the approach taken by the UK 

Government.  

Horseracing 
57. There are three main horseracing courses in Wales; Chepstow, Ffos Las and 

Bangor-on-Dee. Chepstow and Ffos Las Racecourses are part of Arena Racing 
Company, a group which comprises of 16 racecourses in the UK. Bangor-on-Dee 
Racecourse is part of Chester Race Company Limited.  

 

58. Revenue is generated from two primary sources. Firstly, at the venue from ticket 
sales, hospitality, sponsorship, catering and non-race day events and business 
etc. Secondly there is media rights income. The impact of Covid-19 means the 
racecourses have been closed to all spectators (including hospitality/restaurant 
clients and sponsors) since March 2020. Meetings were cancelled completely 
from March to May and racing resumed in June behind closed doors with only the 
participants – jockeys, trainers and stable staff – in attendance. That remains the 
current position and it looks likely to continue until the late Spring at the earliest. 
As well as the loss of spectators on race days, the courses have had no income 
since early March from ‘non-racing’ activities such as festivals, running events, 
conferences, wedding receptions, etc. 
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59. Redacted – non relative or sensitive information. The advice is to provide financial 

support of up to £400k to each course totalling £1.2m which is consistent with the 
approach that has been taken in Scotland and England. Tir Prince course in north 
Wales has previously received a total of £97k through the Economic Resilience 
Fund (Dec 2020).      

Ice hockey and ice rinks  
60. The Cardiff Devils play in the top professional ice hockey league in the UK, the 

Elite Ice Hockey League. The Devils have been the most successful team in the 
league over the past six seasons since a group took over ownership of the team 
and rescued it from nearly folding in 2014 under previous ownership. The sport 
brings significant visitors into Cardiff from around the UK and Europe to come to 
watch their own teams play the Devils. Ice hockey is a family friendly professional 
sport that provides weekly entertainment to over 3,000 people each week from 
August to April. The pandemic has seriously damaged the organisation and will 
be in a weak position emerging from this crisis.   
 

61. Redacted – non relative or sensitive information. Ice Arena Wales Ltd., the venue 
for the Cardiff Devils’ training and matches, has applied to the events element of 
the Cultural Recovery Fund for a grant Redacted – non relative or sensitive 
information for lost income.  None of that funding, if approved, would be shared 
with the Devils.  A grant of £200k to the Cardiff Devils is advised and would be 
comparable to support offered to ice hockey and ice rinks in England and 
Scotland. 

 

62. Glamorgan Cricket has received £150k through the events component of the 
Cultural Recovery Fund but Redacted – non relative or sensitive information as a 
result of lost county matches and one international match. A grant of £1m is 
proposed to provide support to meet this loss.    

Other sports 
63. While there have been requests for funding from other National Governing Bodies 

of Sport, these are being managed by Sport Wales and considered for support 
through the Sport and Leisure Recovery Fund.  Support for community sports 
clubs will continue through the Be Active Wales fund.    

 
 
COPY LIST 
 
All mandatory copy recipients (as indicated in the guidance). Additional copy 
recipients specifically interested in this advice: 
 
Mandatory cc MA 
 
Additional copy recipients specifically interested in this advice 
 
All mandatory copy recipients (as indicated in the guidance). Additional copy 
recipients specifically interested in this advice: 
 

 Redacted - Non relevant or personal information  
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Annex 2 
 

Knowledge 
Gathering           

           

Purpose           

This request aims to understand the structure, model and operations of your sport. The 
below questions will give helpful context to understand where you are to date, and what the 
plans are going forward, whilst attempting to understand a reasonable worst case scenario. 
Please provide as much relevant information as 
possible.  This will greatly assist in providing context 
around your organisation and the organisations 
that operate within your sport.          
 

          

Please provide an 
overview of the 
landscape for your 
sport and how it 
has been affected 
by Covid-19. 

Football returned at professional level in April 2020 with 
cross border competition (Cardiff City and Swansea City). 
In addition to those two clubs, Newport County and 
Wrexham have also returned to play in the 2020/21 
season, as well as Cardiff City Ladies in England. 
Domestically, in Wales the Cymru Premier League (12 
clubs) and Welsh Premier Womens League (9 clubs) 
commenced in September behind closed doors and the 
JD Cymru North (16 clubs) and South (16) is set to return 
next month. The impact on their return behind closed 
doors varies significantly, but it’s important to note that 
it’s not only zero ticket sales that have impacted the 
clubs, it’s also the sponsorship (reduced coverage 
without spectators), hospitality, secondary stadium 
spend (refreshments, etc) that have badly effected the 
viability of clubs. In International Football, the FAW has 
hosted 3 mens internationals and 3 womens 
internationals behind closed doors, which has also 
impacted the Association. We have also hosted an U21 
Friendly, but these matches arent impacted enough to 
include in this response. 

 
          

Which 
organisations 
within your sport 
are affected due to 
current 
circumstances? By 
definition, what 
types of 
organisation are 
these?  

FAW International Teams and Clubs  
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What are the 
ownership 
structures and 
financial models 
for the 
organisations 
affected? 

FAW - National Governing Body (Private Limited 
Company) | Clubs - Mainly Limited Companies but also 
unincorporated entities. 

           

Split into 
categories, what is 
the general current 
financial positions 
of each 
organisation type, 
including income, 
expenditure, debt 
etc? Current income, 

expenditure vs 
planned.  

This data will need to follow as it’s not possible to obtain 
or estimate in the timeframe. What is clear is that 
Spectator and Match day revenue account for a 
significant amount of annual income, ranging from 20%-
60% of turnover. 

           

Please provide 
detail on the 
average player 
wages within your 
sport, as well as 
average wages 
within your 
organisation. 
Please include detail 
for different leagues. 
organisations and 
wage ranges. 

Cardiff City,  Swansea City, Newport County, Wrexham - 
Unknown but all professional players and staff  | Cymru 
Premier League Range from £0 -£20,000 per week per 
club (professional team) | JD Cymru North/South - Range 
from £0 to £3,000/week/club |Welsh Premier Womens 
League £0 (amateur).  

           

Please detail of the 
financial flows and 
revenue streams 
within your Sport. 
How do income 
streams flow to 
organisations within 
your sport? 
Broadcasting, 
Sponsorship, Fans 
etc? What is the % 
split of income 
streams? 

FAW - Redacted – non relative or sensitive 

information | Clubs - Cardiff, Swansea, etc - Unknown. | 
Cymru Premier League - The Broadcasting fee is split 
between the League clubs who received £5k per season 
Redacted – non relative or sensitive information 
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Can you detail 
those 
organisations that 
are most 
vulnerable and 
explain at what 
point they would 
be considered in 
"immediate need" 
(i.e. liable to enter 
administration in a 
matter of weeks)? 
The point at which 
current liabilities 
cannot be settled. 
Please provide clear 
demonstration of 
need and that all 
other options have 
been exhausted. 

The professional clubs in English Leagues have received 
grants/loans through Premier League, Government or 
National Lottery. The CPL clubs have received £50k each 
from the National Lottery and the Tier 2 clubs have 
received £5k from The National Lottery. The Women’s 
Premier League or Tier 3 and below didn’t receive any 
allocation from The National Lottery. All clubs continue to 
be facing hardship due to no spectators. The CPL clubs 
have a steady income until March, but after that date, 
there is no further guaranteed income for the last 2 
months of the season. 

           

What were  the 
average planning 
assumptions for 
the recently 
delayed 1st 
October phased 
stadia reopenings? 
What net income 
would this have 
achieved? What were 
the incremental 
planning 
assumptions on 
spectator revenue 
over the next 12 
months? 

FAW: Redacted – non relative or sensitive 

information 

           

Based on current 
assumptions can 
you illustrate the 
likely impacts to 
organisations over 
the coming 
months, with 
anticipated 
timescales? E.g. 
How many jobs are 
at risk (as a 
percentage of 
workforce)? 

FAW: Had to use the furlough to protect jobs. Cardiff, 
Swansea, Newport have all used furlough and made 
redundancies.  
 
CPL: The 12 Cymru Premier League clubs support; 90 full-
time jobs, 245 part-time jobs, 29 work placements and 70 
other working prospects – A total of 434 employment 
opportunities, all of which would be at risk if the Clubs 
are no longer a Going Concern. 
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What measures 
are the 
organisations 
within your sport 
already carrying 
out as a result of 
Covid-19? 
Redundancies, 
mothballing, 
refinancing etc. 

FAW: Furlough of staff, reducing overheads, cancelling all 
non-competitive international events such as youth 
friendly matches and training camps. Clubs: Furlough, 
redundancy, renegotiate player contracts. 

           

How do 
organisations 
within your sport 
plan to engage 
with fans, whilst 
stadiums are 
closed? Are there 

plans to stream 
events with pay-per-
view opportunities? 
What arrangements 
have been made for 
season ticket 
holders? 

FAW: All international matches were televised 
(Centralised TV deal) and we provided digital match 
programmes. No Season Ticket holders for International 
matches. Clubs: Cardiff, Swansea, Newport, Wrexham all 
stream matches. CPL - S4C have exclusive rights and have 
streamed and televised matches, but clubs cannot as 
they have no rights. 

           

What pan-
economy 
measures have 
been accessed by 
organisations 
within your sport? 
e.g. Job Retention 
Scheme, Business 
Rates Relief, Sport 
Wales Sport 
Resilaince Fund etc. 

FAW: Job retention scheme. Clubs: Job Retention 
Scheme, Business Rates Relief, Sport Wales Sport 
Resilience Fund 

           

To what extent 
have other Covid-
19 measures 
worked? Have 
there been any 
barriers to entry 
for these support 
mechanisms? e.g  
Job Retention 
Scheme, Sport 

The Sport Wales Resilience funds haven't been 
appropriate for the top clubs, affected by the loss of 
spectator income. 
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Wales Sport 
Resilaince Fund etc. 

           

Please give an 
estimate of the 
potential 
magnitude and 
type of support 
required in light of 
current 
circumstances 
Please note this is 
in relation to the 
net loss relating to 
spectators 
attending sporting 
events 

FAW: Redacted – non relative or sensitive 

information 

           

Please use this 
opportunity to 
provide any other 
information which 
you feel would add 
context to your 
Sport and the 
organisations 
involved. 

Football has been hit harder than any other sport in 
Wales due to the number of spectators that attend 
matches and the number of clubs that have returned. The 
community impact is most significant as the funds that 
support these clubs, support their community projects 
and community staff and these would be the first to be 
lost, if further cutbacks were required. The UK 
Government and Scottish Government investment into 
football in England and Scotland has been significant and 
our clubs lobby the FAW to see if football in Wales will 
receive the equivalent consequential. 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/55371573)  
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Annex 3 

 

 

WRITTEN STATEMENT  

BY 

THE WELSH GOVERNMENT 
 

 

TITLE  

 

Spectator Sports Survival Fund  

DATE  January 2021 

BY 
Dafydd Elis Thomas MS, Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport and 
Tourism  

 
Sport is important for our economy and for our mental and physical wellbeing. It will 
play a vital role in our recovery and healing after the pandemic and help us to 
develop a healthier and resilient nation as well as providing hope and inspiration 
from Welsh sporting success at home and abroad.  
 
The Welsh Government is today announcing a £17.7m Spectator Sports Survival 
Fund. The fund will help the sector meet the ongoing challenges arising from the 
coronavirus pandemic. It has been designed to provide immediate financial support 
for spectator sports through the remainder of the winter period to ensure that sports 
will be ready for the beginning of the new season in September. 
 
Since the start of the pandemic and following the introduction of nationwide 
measures to control the spread of the virus, spectator sports across Wales came to 
an abrupt halt as venues, activities, competitions and events were closed, cancelled 
or postponed.  
 
This funding package reflects the outcome of an analysis and impact assessment of 
sports based on an assumption that spectators are unlikely to return in any 
significant numbers before the summer. 
 
A breakdown of funding is as follows: 
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Sport Grant 
Funding 
2020-21 

£m 

Rugby Union 13.5 

Football  1.5 

Horseracing 1.2 

Cricket 1.0 

Ice hockey   0.2 

Rugby League 0.2 

Netball 0.1 

Total 17.7 

   
 
The Welsh Government will continue to work closely with Sport Wales and 
stakeholders to identify whether any additional loan funding is needed to support 
organisations through this ongoing crisis.   
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Annex 4 
 

 
 
 

Proposed intervention 
The creation of a specific fund to help the Sport sector 
survive a lengthy period where spectators have not been 
able to return to sports grounds and stadia. 

Brief Description  
 
[Please include:  
 
What issue is this proposal 
seeking to address? 
 
What are the key 
deliverables?] 
 

Sport is an important sector and will be a vital player in 

our recovery and healing after the crisis, playing an 

essential role in developing a healthier and resilient 

nation and providing hope and inspiration from Welsh 

sporting success at home and abroad.  The purpose of 

this fund would be to ensure the short-to-medium term 

survival of sports organisations and clubs rather than 

replacing all lost income as a result of the impact of the 

Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

The expectation is that this funding will support the 

sector until the beginning of next season (September 

2021), at which point the needs of the sector will be 

reviewed and further support for 2021-22 considered.   

 
This additional funding will, in the short to medium term, 
protect jobs, keep facilities viable and in the longer term, 
protect the opportunities for people across Wales to 
maintain levels of wellbeing through the physical and 
social benefits of actively and passively participating in 
sport and sporting events. 
 

 
Cost to WG  
 
[Please include:  
 
The MEG/BEL from which 
these costs are being met 

The revenue costs of £16.7m would need to be found 

from central reserves.   There is a risk that this funding 

will not be enough to help organisations survive the 

impact of the pandemic and additional funds might be 

called upon later in the 2021-22 financial year.    

 

 

Covid-19 Funding Decision Record 
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The extent to which the 
proposal is affordable - Is 
the funding earmarked from 
within a consequential we 
have received from UKG or 
is it in addition to this? - 
Which may require re-
prioritising funding within 
our existing plans for 2020-
21   
 
The nature of the cost – 
revenue, capital, financial 
transactions 
 
Are these costs recurring or 
one-off? 
 
Are there likely to be any 
sunk costs? 
 
Is this proposal likely to free 
up resources that can be 
used in meeting the demand 
of the broader covid-19 
response?] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No. 
 
 

Summary of rationale and 
benefits including 
assessment of value for 
money 
 
[Please include: 
 
The scale of the impact – 
does it benefit specific 
sectors or groups? 
 
What would be the impact if 
this activity was not taken 
forward] 
 

It seems unlikely that the return of spectators to sport – 

in any meaningful capacity – will happen before the 

summer. In line with the Coronavirus Control Plan, 

published on 16 December, test events will only resume 

at level two in the plan, with increased numbers of 

spectators, albeit in a very limited capacity, allowed at 

level one.  

 

These challenges are currently devastating the sector 

and will impact the viability of the sector in the medium 

and long-term. Redundancies across the sector are 

inevitable due to the significant ongoing financial 

pressures. When the regulations will allow greater 

numbers, attracting customers back to sporting events 

will be extremely challenging. Consumer confidence is 

also likely to be low for an extended period, which will 

impact significantly on future revenue income for sports.   

 
Existing funding initiatives, such as the UK 

Government’s Job Retention Scheme (JRS), the Welsh 
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Government’s business support schemes, and Sport 

Wales’ Emergency and Sport Resilience Funds have not 

yet reached parts of the professional game in any 

significant way. In the context of the scale of the losses, 

these initiatives will not be enough to protect jobs and 

ensure the sector can thrive once again.  

 

Our sport national partners support their respective 

sports at all levels, from grass-roots to the elite and 

professional level. The sports that have been affected 

range from smaller sports, such as netball, to mass 

participation sports, such as rugby and football. Grass 

roots and community sport in general has been 

devastated by the pandemic and they rely on the 

professional elements to sustain the community game.    
 

Our larger NGBS (National Governing Bodies of Sport), 

such as the Welsh Rugby Union and Football 

Association Wales, and the professional sports clubs, 

have all in recent years worked hard to increase and 

diversify commercial revenue streams and to reduce 

long-standing debts. But with a very significant 

proportion of their income coming from gate revenues 

and commercial activities, an otherwise stable business 

model crashed overnight.  

 
Some impacts of Covid-19 on the sport sector have 

been mitigated (either in scale or speed) by 

compensation packages announced by the UK and 

Welsh Governments. The purpose of the ‘Spectator 

Sports Survival Fund’ is to ensure the short-to-medium 

term survival of sports organisations and clubs.  The 

funding package reflects the outcome of a needs 

analysis based on the assumption that spectators are 

unlikely to return in significant numbers before the 

summer 2021. 

 

The What Works Centre for Wellbeing identifies strong 

evidence that participatory sport activities can improve 

wellbeing when they bring together participants in the 

same physical space. The cessation of spectator 

sporting events will have had some effect on social 

wellbeing and longer-term restrictions will have an 

impact on mental and physical health.   
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Without this package of support, there is a significant 
risk that in the short to medium term, jobs will be lost, 
facilities will close or be mothballed and in the medium 
to long term there will be significantly fewer opportunities 
for people across Wales to maintain levels of wellbeing 
through the physical and social benefits of actively and 
passively participating in sport and sporting events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is this activity unique to 
Wales, compared to the 
rest of the UK  
 
[Please explain if there is a 
disproportionate impact in 
Wales compared to the rest 
of the UK  
 
Where the funding for this 
activity is earmarked from 
within a consequential we 
have received from UKG - Is 
this measure costing us 
more than the level of 
consequential we have 
received and why] 
 

On 19 November, the UK Government announced a 

£300m ‘Sports Winter Survival Package’ providing 

support for sports - from national governing bodies 

through to clubs - impacted by coronavirus restrictions. 

The majority of this, £250m, was made up of loans, with 

£50m in resource funding. The UK Government 

subsequently confirmed that Covid support has been 

provided through the £600m Treasury guarantee to 

support the Welsh Government’s response to Covid-19. 

Support in England is being provided to rugby union, 

horse racing, women’s football and the lower tiers of the 

National League. Rugby League, motorsport, tennis, 

netball, basketball, ice hockey, badminton and 

greyhound racing are also benefitting. No support was 

provided to either the men’s English Premier League or 

the men’s English Football League.  

 
On 10 December, the Scottish Government announced 

a £55m emergency sports funding package to tackle lost 

ticket revenue during the pandemic. The funding will 

comprise grants and low-interest loans (£30m grants 

and £25m loans), including £30m for Scottish Football at 

all levels of the game. Scottish Rugby will benefit from 

£20m (£15m grant and £5m loans), alongside funding 

for basketball, netball, motor sport, horse racing and ice 

hockey, including support for ice rinks that support 

Scotland’s curling programmes, as well as recreational 

and professional skating.  

 

Authoriser  
(DD above) 
 
 

Based on the available information, I am satisfied the 
decision represents a good use of public expenditure 
and the benefits outweigh the costs.  
Name: 
Position: 
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Annex 5 
 
5a - Email subject -  MA-DET-4498-20 - Spectator Sports Survival Fund 
Fri 22/01/2021 
 
Hi - The Minister for Finance and Trefnydd has agreed to allocate £17.7m from the 
centrally held Covid-19 revenue reserve to the Mental Health, Wellbeing and Welsh 
Language MEG at the Third Supplementary Budget to provide immediate financial 
support to the sector to ensure the organisations are sustainable and are ready for 
the start of the next season (September 2021).   

Can I just check when this will be announced? 

 

Many thanks 

Private Secretary to Rebecca Evans MS  
Ysgrifennydd Preifat i Rebecca Evans AS  

 
5b - Email subject -  MA-DET-4498-20 - Spectator Sports Survival Fund 
Fri 22/01/2021 
 
Thanks. The Deputy Minister CST has approved the recommendations. 
 
This now passes to the Minister for Mental Health, Wellbeing and Welsh Language 
for clearance. 
 

Ysgrifenyddes Preifat i Dafydd Elis-Thomas AS/Private Secretary to Dafydd Elis-Thomas MS 
Y Dirprwy Weinidog Diwylliant, Chwaraeon a Thwristiaeth/Deputy Minister for Culture, Sport 

and Tourism 

 
5c – Email Subject - MA-DET-4498-20 - Spectator Sports Survival Fund - Jan 2021 - 
V1 (A32736295) 
Thurs 21/01/2021 
 
Hi Steve, 
 
I have added some final tweaks/comments at para 53 onwards (nothing that will 
cause you an issue). 
 
Grateful if you could take these on board and ensure the relevant changes to the WS 
and PN take place.  
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On this basis I have added the clearance number and I am happy for you to submit 
clean versions to Ministers when you are ready. 
 
This allocation will now be formally made at Third Supp - please can you send me 
and Ceri by close Monday a couple of paragraphs which we can include in the Third 
Supp narrative document about what this allocation is for (what it will deliver) and 
what impact it will have. This could be a shining example, so please do it justice!!  
 
Many thanks, and good luck with it all! 
Strategic Budgeting 


