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31 December 2020 

 
 
Dear  
 
Request for Information – ATISN 14630 
 
I refer to your information request received on 3 December. The response provided 
below is set out in the same order as your original request. 
 
1 How many Cafcass FCAs are also registered psychiatrists or psychologists? 
 
We do not hold this information. 
 
2 How many 'professional opinions' given to courts on the need for the psychiatric 
assessment of parents were there in the calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020? 
 
3 How many of these opinions related to fathers and how many related to mothers? 
 
Whilst Cafcass Cymru holds information which falls within the description specified in 
parts 2 and 3 of your request, it can only be retrieved by examining individual case 
files. In order to identify and locate the information, we estimate it will cost more than 
the appropriate limit set out in the Freedom of Information and Data Protection 
(Appropriate limit and Fees) Regulations 2004 to answer your request. The 
appropriate limit specified for central government is £600. This represents the 
estimated cost of it taking over 24 hours of time to determine whether we hold the 
information and to thereafter locate, retrieve and extract it.  
 
Normally, I would undertake a sample check of cases to evidence the time it would 
take to locate, retrieve and extract the information. However, I have undertaken 
similar sample checks in the past and these have averaged 4 minutes per case. The 
information you have requested is less accessible and I am therefore satisfied 
retrieving this would take longer than 4 minutes. 
 
In the last 12 months (01/12/2019 – 30/11/2020) Cafcass Cymru had involvement in 
1,715 Private Law cases.  At a nominal 4 minutes per file (in reality the average time 
could be more than this) to locate, retrieve and extract the information would take an 
estimated 114 hours (1715 files x 4 minutes = 6,860 minutes/60 = 114 hours). 
 
4 Under what policy or procedure is authority granted by Cafcass to any FCA who is 
not a qualified psychiatrist or psychologist to advise a court that a parent requires 
such an assessment? 
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5 What are the objective criteria being used by an FCA when making the 
recommendation that the court order a parent to attend a psychiatric assessment? 
 
We do not hold information matching the description of parts 4 and 5 of your request.  
 
All Cafcass Cymru practitioners are qualified and experienced child care social 
workers. They would have some understanding and grounding as to mental health 
and the crucial relationship, interplay and impact that mental health and parental 
mental health issues have on a child’s development and well-being.  However, 
Cafcass Cymru practitioners are not, and do not claim to be, mental health experts.  
Where they identify a need for an expert assessment such as in the realm of mental 
health (psychologist and/or psychiatrist) they may recommend the need for one to 
the court. 
 
6 What was the total cost of the completed psychiatric assessments for the 3 years 
in question? 
 
7 What is the average cost of such an assessment based on the total cost? 
 
We do not hold information matching the description of parts 6 and 7 of your request. 
 
8 How many psychiatrists or psychologists conducted those assessments? 
 
This information can only be retrieved by examining individual files. As explained in 
the response to points 2 and 3 above, in order to identify and locate the information 
we estimate it will cost more than the appropriate limit set out in the Freedom of 
Information and Data Protection (Appropriate limit and Fees). 
 
The acknowledgement of your request on 7 December explained parts 9 and 10 fall 
outside the scope of the FoIA requirements and would be considered separately as a 
general enquiry rather than through the FoIA process. A response on these two 
points has been provided to you in the covering email with this letter. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you can ask for an internal 
review within 40 working days of the date of this response. Requests for an internal 
review should be addressed to: 
 
Nigel Brown 
Chief Executive 
Cafcass Cymru 
cafcasscymru@gov.wales  
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference numbers above. 
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. Normally, 
however, you should pursue the matter through our internal procedure before you 
complain to the Information Commissioner.  
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The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
 
 Information Commissioner’s Office 
 Wycliffe House 
 Water Lane 
 Wilmslow 
 Cheshire 

SK9 5AF 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth Gymraeg. Cewch ateb Cymraeg i bob gohebiaeth Gymraeg ac 
ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi. 
 
We welcome correspondence in Welsh. Correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in 
Welsh and corresponding in Welsh will not involve any delay. 


