
 

 
 

 
 

   
   

   

 

E-mail request 
 
 
Our ref: ATISN 14434 
Date: 13 November 2020 
 
Dear  
 
ATISN 14434 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 16 October 2020. I have set out at Annex 
1, the questions that you submitted.  
 
I have concluded that to answer your request will exceed the appropriate limit set out in 
the Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations. 
Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act allows a public authority to refuse a request 
if it calculates that dealing with it would exceed the appropriate limit. The appropriate limit 
specified for central government is £600. This represents the estimated cost of it taking 
over 24 hours of time to determine whether we hold the information and to thereafter 
locate, retrieve and extract it.   
 
A limited search of the Welsh Government’s records system has been carried out using 
the following parameters: 
 

 (document) date updated is 1st January 2020 onwards;  
 results limited to 1000; and 
 key word or phrases (Cosmeston; and separately Vale of Glamorgan Local 

Development Plan). 
 
The limited searches identified the following number of documents which includes emails, 
word & excel documents, PDFs etc: 
 

 Vale of Glamorgan Local Development Plan – 1000 documents found; and 
 Cosmeston – 1000 documents found. 

 
In order to establish if any of the information within the limited search fell within the scope 
of your request would require each document to be reviewed. If each document took 5 
minutes to review, the limit would be exceeded against each key word/phrase (1000*5/60).  
The limit would be further exceeded by any exercise to: 
 



 determine whether any documents over the limited search i.e. removing the 1000 
limit are within the scope of your request (such documents might relate to 2020 but 
also, previous years); and  

 any exercise to locate, extract and retrieve information held which falls within the 
scope of your request where the title of the document does not contain the key 
word/phrase used above - therefore requiring further searches to be conducted.   

 
If you are able to refocus your request to a specific piece of information (as opposed to 
any information that might be held and in multiple forms), that may bring any required 
searches to within the appropriate limit.   
 
Any redefined question will be treated as a new request for information. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response. Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit  
Welsh Government 
Cathays Park  
Cardiff  
CF10 3NQ  
 
Or e-mail: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office  
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane  
Wilmslow  
Cheshire  
SK9 5AF 
 
Telephone: 0303 123 1113 
Website: www.ico.org.uk       
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until 
it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales
http://www.ico.org.uk/


Annex 1 
 
Original request 
 
Firstly, the land: 
 

 when did the old Land Authority for Wales purchase this land and how did it come 
into the ownership of the Welsh Government; 

 how much land in total (and including nearby areas) was purchased; 

 how much of the total has subsequently been developed; 

 what was the price paid; 

 what was the original intended use of the land that was purchased? 
 

Secondly, how did the land get into the current Vale of Glamorgan Local Development 
Plan (LDP):  
 

 when exactly did the Welsh Government tell the Council to increase the allocation 
of land for housing in that LDP; 

 what was its logic for doing so and the detailed calculations behind it, please; 

 when did the Welsh Government ask the Council to designate this land to help meet 
the requirement for more housing; 

 any correspondence between the Welsh Government and the Vale about this land; 

 when exactly was the LDP finally approved. 
 

Thirdly, please supply all reports and designs from ASBRI Planning and its subcontractors 
to the Welsh Government as part of the preparation for this proposal. 
 
Fourthly, your processes in the Welsh Government: 
 

 has this proposal been debated in the Senedd and in the Welsh Government 
Cabinet (minutes please); 

 why is the Finance Minister promoting the decision rather than a Minister whose 
portfolio covers housing, land use planning or environment; 

 how were the legal requirements and Welsh Government regulations followed in 
making the above decisions. 

 
Finally, timing: why did the Welsh Government choose to lodge this planning application 
with the Vale of Glamorgan Council during the Covid crisis when consultations and 
meetings to discuss it will be very difficult for objectors to arrange? 
 
 
Further questions submitted 
 
'Please explain to me the process by which this land went into the current Local 
Development Plan. I understand that it was not in earlier drafts, but was put into the final 
draft when the Welsh Government asked you to increase the housing demand 
expectations used in the Local Development Plan (LDP). So, please supply me with: 
 

 an outline in full of the dates of consultations over the earlier Draft LDPs and the 
date of final approval of the LDP; 



 the working calculations used for your original housing assessment estimates; 

 the date when the Welsh Government asked you to increase these estimates, the 
amount of increase the Welsh Government suggested and any supporting 
communications and other evidence and calculations the Welsh Government 
submitted to substantiate its claim; 

 any responses you made to the Welsh Government about that request and 
subsequent communications; 

 how seriously did the Vale Council check the Welsh Government's request; 

 how the Vale Council came to allocate this site into the LDP to contribute to meeting 
the increased requirement; 

 any correspondence between the Vale Council and the Welsh Government 
regarding allocating this site for housing. 

 

You claimed you could not find i -which is not very helpful. However here is the link to the 
Vale of Glamorgan' County Council's Planning register that will tell you all you need to 
know. http://vogonline.planning-
register.co.uk/PlaRecord.aspx?AppNo=2020/01170/OUT&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport
=1 (please copy into browser) 
 
Finally, does the Welsh Government consider its decision to progress this major planning 
application in the midst of the Coronavirus crisis, when public consultations and 
discussions will be very difficult to organise.  
 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvogonline.planning-register.co.uk%2FPlaRecord.aspx%3FAppNo%3D2020%2F01170%2FOUT%26AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport%3D1&data=04%7C01%7CCentralDepartments-FOIDP%40gov.wales%7C93524ed1189641bc3cfa08d879b8d541%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637393182037433258%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KE2orYvUZhPnvJSutrlQnzQb439eaJZqROp12U9424s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvogonline.planning-register.co.uk%2FPlaRecord.aspx%3FAppNo%3D2020%2F01170%2FOUT%26AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport%3D1&data=04%7C01%7CCentralDepartments-FOIDP%40gov.wales%7C93524ed1189641bc3cfa08d879b8d541%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637393182037433258%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KE2orYvUZhPnvJSutrlQnzQb439eaJZqROp12U9424s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvogonline.planning-register.co.uk%2FPlaRecord.aspx%3FAppNo%3D2020%2F01170%2FOUT%26AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport%3D1&data=04%7C01%7CCentralDepartments-FOIDP%40gov.wales%7C93524ed1189641bc3cfa08d879b8d541%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637393182037433258%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KE2orYvUZhPnvJSutrlQnzQb439eaJZqROp12U9424s%3D&reserved=0

