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Ein cyf/Our ref ATISN 11290 
 

 

                   
         

27 June 2017 
 
 
Dear                      , 

 

 
Complaint in respect of Request for Information – reference ATISN 11290 
 

Thank you for your e-mail message of 30 May. In the message you expressed 
dissatisfaction with our reply to your request for Information, ATISN 11290, in 
which you asked for: 
 

 All information regarding Weather Modification / Geoengineering from the 
year 2000 to the present day and also if it's legal. 

 
In our reply to you, we stated that we had searched our records and established 
that Welsh Government does not hold any such information. I have thus 
conducted a review of your request and will set out my findings below. 
 
In speaking to officials who responded on this request, their understanding was 
that you sought any information we might hold as to a programme, or planned 
programme or any other kind of work or study undertaken by us or others 
regarding the geoengineering of weather, weather modification, or climate 
modification through geoengineering.  
 
The term “geoengineering” is defined as follows: 
 

Climate engineering, commonly referred to as geoengineering, also known 
as climate intervention, is the deliberate and large-scale intervention in the 
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Earth’s climatic system with the aim of limiting adverse global warming. 
Climate engineering is an umbrella term for measures that mainly fall into 
two types: carbon dioxide removal and solar radiation management. 
Carbon dioxide removal addresses the cause of global warming by 
removing one of the greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide) from the 
atmosphere. Solar radiation management attempts to offset effects of 
greenhouse gases by causing the Earth to absorb less solar radiation. 

 
It is my view that officials have thus correctly interpreted your request to be 
asking whether we hold any information on carbon dioxide removal, solar 
radiation management or any other scheme designed to actively induce change 
in Welsh weather or global climate. 
 
Having made further searches as requested through the relevant parts of Welsh 
Government including; Science, Climate Change, Transport and Air Quality, I can 
confirm that Welsh Government has no such programmes, nor plans for any 
such programmes, nor is it aware of any such programmes or plans.  
 
I have, however, discovered that we hold a copy of a document that is already 
available to the public at the National Archives here: 
 
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20121217150421/www.decc.gov.uk/en
/content/cms/about/science/activities/climate_change/ger/ger.aspx 
 
Titled “The Government View on Geo-Engineering.” 
 
This document reinforces our understanding above that there are no such geo-
engineering programmes across government, where it says: 
 

Based on the evidence currently available, it is premature to consider geo-
engineering as a viable option for addressing climate change. The priority 
is, and must be, to tackle the root cause by reducing emissions of 
greenhouse gases from human activities and adapting to those impacts 
that are unavoidable. 
 

Nevertheless we should have brought this document to your attention in our 
initial reply to you. It is information held by us, although it is information covered 
under Reg 6(1)(b) of the Environmental Information Regulations which excepts 
us from providing information where “the information is already publicly available 
and easily accessible to the applicant in another form or format.” You can, 
instead, download the information from the above link. 
 
I apologise that our original response did not provide you with the above linked 
information.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_warming
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_dioxide_removal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_radiation_management
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenhouse_gases
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_dioxide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atmosphere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_radiation
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20121217150421/www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/about/science/activities/climate_change/ger/ger.aspx
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20121217150421/www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/about/science/activities/climate_change/ger/ger.aspx
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We also understood your request to the legality of any such measures to be a 
request for any legal advice or opinion that we hold that answers the question as 
to whether any such programmes or policy would be legal. 
 
Welsh Government has not sought any such legal advice, and no such advice is 
held by us. Neither do we have other information that might seek to answer the 
question of legality of such a policy or programme. 
 
To understand this, let me explain further that Welsh Government does not have 
devolved responsibility for international development, foreign affairs, defence or 
air transportation. These areas are reserved to the UK Government. The Welsh 
Government may not, therefore, develop nor enact policy in these areas. As such 
we can be confident that Welsh Government holds no information regarding 
weather modification / geoengineering, which would be a policy area falling into 
these reserved areas of responsibility. 
 
If any such information were being gathered or policy were being developed, or 
any programme were being undertaken, it would be by the UK Government in 
one of these areas (depending on what policy was envisaged) and not the Welsh 
Government. The above document was issued by the Department for Energy 
and Climate Change. The responsibilities of the department have now been 
restructured into the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.  
 
Although the document above makes clear that no geo-engineering projects 
were being pursued, any related information to the above report would most 
likely be held by them. They can be reached at: 
 
Information Rights Unit 
Department for Energy, & Industrial Strategy 
1 Victoria Street 
London 
SW1H 0ET 
 
foi.requests@beis.gov.uk  
 
You raise the issue of the Welsh Government Climate Change policy. The 
environment (and particularly the Welsh environment) is an area of devolved 
responsibility for Welsh Government, and to this end Welsh Government has a 
Decarbonisation and Climate Risk policy unit tasked with developing policy to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and support effective adaptation to a 
changing climate.  
 
This policy area only has responsibility for those areas. No area in Welsh 
Government may act in matters of weather modification / geoengineering / 
climate engineering, and thus the original response was correct to state that 
Welsh Government holds no information on this subject. 

mailto:foi.requests@beis.gov.uk
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If you remain dissatisfied with this response you also have the right to complain 
to the Information Commissioner at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Tel: 01625 545 745 
Fax: 01625 524 510 
Email: casework@ico.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Also, if you think that there has been maladministration in dealing with your 
request, you have the option to make a complaint to the Public Services 
Ombudsman for Wales who can be contacted at: 
 
Public Services Ombudsman for Wales  
1 Ffordd yr Hen Gae  
Pencoed  
Bridgend  
CF35 5LJ  
 
Telephone: 0845 6010987 (local rate)  
Email: ask@ombudsman-wales.org.uk 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
DEAN MEDCRAFT 

Director of Finance and Operations 
Economy, Skills and Natural Resources Group 
 

mailto:casework@ico.gsi.gov.uk

