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Our Ref: ATISN 11886 
Date: 01 February 2018 

 
 
Dear                  , 
 
ATISN 11886 – 2017 GCSE modern foreign language exams 
 

I wrote to you on 11th January following your request for information. I have addressed each 
of your requests in turn below; 
 

1. How many pupils entered any Modern Foreign Language (MFL) GCSE in 2017? 
 
5695 

 
2. How many of those pupils who entered GCSE in any MFL had a home language 

code other than Welsh or English in 2017? 
 
664 

 
3. How many of those pupils who entered GCSE in any MFL had a Nationality/Ethnicity 

code other than White British in 2017? 
 
932 

 
4. How many pupils who entered any GCSE in a MFL were eligible for free school 

meals in 2017? 
 
434 

 
Note: the following languages are regarded as modern foreign languages for GCSE: 
Dutch, French, German, Italian, Modern Greek, Portuguese, Spanish,  Arabic, Bengali, 
Chinese, Gujarati, Hindi, Japanese, Modern Hebrew, Punjabi, Polish, Russian, Turkish, 
Urdu, Persian. 
 

If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
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internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process. 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
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GCSE entries in modern foreign languages, 2017 

  How many pupils entered any MFL GCSE? 

5,695 
 

  How many of those pupils who entered GCSE in any MFL had a home language code other than 
Welsh or English? 

664 
 

  How many of those pupils who entered GCSE in any MFL had a Nationality/Ethnicity code other 
than White British? 

932 
 

  How many pupils who entered any GCSE in a MFL were eligible for free school meals? 

434 
 

  Note: The counts for home language and ethnicity include those pupils where the language or 
ethnicity is not known or was refused. 

  Note: the following languages are regarded as modern foreign languages for GCSE: 

Dutch 
 French 
 German 
 Italian 
 Modern Greek 

Portuguese 

Spanish 
 Arabic 
 Bengali 
 Chinese 
 Gujarati 
 HINDI 
 Japanese 
 Modern Hebrew 

Punjabi 
 Polish 
 Russian 
 Turkish 
 Urdu 
 Persian 
  

file://///HBA76/ERDMSCache/ChaundyHA/DefaultHome/Objects/www.wales.gov.uk

