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Dear                                               ,  
 
Complaint in respect of ATISN 11536 – Cardiff Aviation Ltd. 
 
I wrote to you on 17 November in response to your e-mail of complaint which was 
received on 14 November.   
 
I have conducted an internal review of your request in accordance with the procedure 
outlined in the Welsh Government’s Practical Guide for Making Requests for 
Information which is available by post on request, or via the internet.  
 
I note in your request of 26 July you asked for the total amount of both Welsh 
Government and Finance Wales funding awarded to Cardiff Aviation Ltd to establish 
itself at the Ministry of Defence base near St Athan,  including rent-free periods and 
under-writing for creditors.  You also asked for the total value of the unpaid rent for the 
Twin Peaks hangar written off after April 2017 and the total value of money paid to the 
Welsh Government and Finance Wales by Cardiff Aviation Ltd.   
 
In our response of 4 October, I note that it was explained we do not hold the 
information you had requested regarding Finance Wales funding, and that the 
remaining information was withheld from disclosure under the Section 43, prejudice to 
commercial interests, exemption of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FoIA).  You 
were provided with full reasoning for applying this exemption. 
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I have considered the response you received and your subsequent complaint 
regarding the withholding of information on Welsh Government funding.   
 
In the first instance, with regards to the application of the Section 43(2) exemption, 
prejudice to commercial interests, I confirm that Cardiff Aviation Ltd was consulted to 
seek its views on disclosure of the information you have requested.  The company 
raised concerns regarding the release of that information into the public domain.  
Those concerns were taken into consideration when providing you with your response.  
Having considered that response, I am satisfied that the Section 43(2) exemption was 
correctly considered. 
 
On the matter of withholding the information you have requested, I am of the view that, 
for your first question, the value of the rent-free period given to Cardiff Aviation Ltd. by 
the Welsh Government to establish itself at St Athan, also known as a ‘fitting-out’ 
period, can be released into the public domain.  The value of this ‘fitting-out’ period 
was £594,000.  There are no other values which can be attributed to this period.   
 
In terms of the value of the otherwise unpaid rent and amount paid to the Welsh 
Government by Cardiff Aviation Ltd., I agree with the original response that to release 
this information would be likely to prejudice the company’s own commercial interests.  
Releasing the values you have requested would place into the public domain very 
current information about the company’s current financial status.  Cardiff Aviation 
continues to trade and is seeking to develop its business.  As such, the economic 
benefit derived from the business ultimately succeeding should continue to be 
protected.  Disclosure would be likely to assist the company’s competitors as it would 
provide them with a level of financial information they would not otherwise have 
access to.  Disclosure would be likely to prejudice the company’s efforts in raising 
equity.  As such, I believe it is in the interest of the public that such prejudice is not 
caused so that the company can continue to undertake its business activities and 
create jobs.  I am also of the view that it is in the public interest that commercial 
companies should be able to do business with the Welsh Government to develop the 
economy and create jobs without fear that the Welsh Government will publish 
commercially sensitive information about the company. 
 
Finally, you asked whether consideration had been given to providing you with a 
redacted version of the information and if not, why not.  The information you have 
requested amounts to three sums of money.  To have provided you with a redacted 
version of this information would, in essence, be meaningless.  Such consideration 
was not, therefore, given. 
 
To conclude, I am satisfied that it was correct to rely on the Section 43(2)) exemption 
for questions 2 and 3 and that the information should continue to be withheld under it.  
For this reason, your complaint is upheld in part.   
 
I trust the above provides a clearer explanation of our position on this matter. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied with this response you also have the right to complain to the 
Information Commissioner at:   
 
 
 



 

 

Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF 
 
Tel: 01625 545 745 
Fax: 01625 524 510 
Email: casework@ico.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Also, if you think that there has been maladministration in dealing with your request, 
you have the option to make a complaint to the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales 
who can be contacted at: 
 
Public Services Ombudsman for Wales  
1 Ffordd yr Hen Gae, Pencoed, Bridgend, CF35 5LJ  
 
Telephone: 0845 6010987 (local rate)  
Email: ask@ombudsman-wales.org.uk 
  
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Simon Jones 
Director for Economic Infrastructure 
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