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20 October 2017 
 
 
 
Dear , 
 
Request for Information – ATISN 11486  
 
I wrote to you on 22 August regarding your request for information.   Please accept my 
apologies for the delay in providing you with this response.  You asked for: 
 
1) Full disclosure and details of all academics, economists and businesses Ken Skates 

AM, in his capacity as Cabinet Secretary for the Economy and Infrastructure, has met 
with in the last four months, in relation to the establishment of the automotive park in 
Ebbw Vale. 

 
2) The meetings to be itemised to include details of the date, time and length of each 

meeting along with the professional titles of the individuals in attendance at each 
meeting. 

 
The Cabinet Secretary routinely meets with a range of people to discuss economic and 
business issues.  Establishment of the Automotive Technology Park in Ebbw Vale will 
have been discussed on a number of occasions over the timeframe specified with a 
number of senior automotive industry figures including TVR.  Given the nature of such 
meetings, which would have been arranged to discuss additional matters, we hold no 
formal record as described by your request. 
 
However, there have been meetings solely concerning the Automotive Technology Park.   
The Cabinet Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure met the Deputy Leader and 
Executive Member for Regeneration and Economic Development of Blaenau Gwent 
County Borough Council on 9 July, 2017.  He also held a round table meeting to 
specifically discuss the Automotive Technology Park in Ebbw Vale on 19 July 2017 at 
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15.30 pm at Tŷ Hywel, Cardiff.  The meeting lasted for approximately one hour.  Those 
who attended the meeting, as described by your request, were: 

 
1. Chief Executive Officer, Industry Wales  
2. Chairman, TVR  
3. Operations Director, TVR  
4. Head of Open Innovation, IQE plc  
5. Plant Manager, Bridgend Engine Plant, Ford Motor Company  
6. R&D Director at General Dynamics UK Ltd  
7. Chief Executive Officer, Wesley Clover  
 
In addition, whilst we are only obliged to consider information captured at the time a 
request is made, you may also wish to note that the Cabinet Secretary for Economy and 
Infrastructure has held a further meeting with the Ebbw Vale Enterprise Zone Board, 
Industry Wales and the local authority on 2 October.  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit, Welsh Government, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NQ or  
FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk. Please remember to quote the ATISN 
reference number.   
   
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF.  However, please note that the Commissioner 
will not normally investigate a complaint until it has been through our own internal review 
process. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
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