
 

 

 

 

Our ref: ATISN 11570 

 

 

 

11 October 2017 

Dear ,  

 

ATISN 11570 Review of Amgueddfa Cymru - National Museum Wales 

 

Thank you for your request which I received on 17 September 2017 requesting a copy of 

the full report of the Review of Amgueddfa Cymru - National Museum Wales by Dr 

Thurley. 

  

I have decided that the information requested is exempt from disclosure under section 

Section 22(1): Information intended for future publication, and is therefore withheld. The 

reasons for applying these exemptions are set out in full at Annex A to this letter.  

 

If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 

for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response. Requests for an 

internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 

Officer at:  

 

Information Rights Unit,  

Welsh Government,  

Cathays Park,  

Cardiff,  

CF10 3NQ  

 

or Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

 

Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.   

 

You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. The Information 

Commissioner can be contacted at:  

Information Commissioner’s Office,  

Wycliffe House,  

Water Lane,  

Wilmslow,  

Cheshire,  

SK9 5AF. 

mailto:FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk


 

However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until 

it has been through our own internal review process. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

  



Annex A 

 

I have decided to withhold the following information:  

 

Information being withheld Section number and exemption name 

Report on Amgueddfa Cymru – National 

Museum Wales by Dr Simon Thurley 

Section 22(1) Information intended for future 

publication  

 

This Annex sets out the reasons for the engagement of section 22(1) of the Freedom of 

Information Act and our subsequent consideration of the Public Interest Test.  

 

Section 22(1) states: 

 

(1) Information is exempt if: 

 

(a) it is held by the public authority with a view to its publication, by the authority or 

any other person, at some future date (whether determined or not); 

 

(b) it was already held with a view to such publication at the time when the request for 

information was made; and 

 

(c) it is reasonable in all the circumstances that the information should be withheld 

from disclosure until the date referred to in paragraph (a). 

 

We hold the requested report, and intend to publish it on 9 November 2017. I can also 

confirm that it has always been our stated intention to publish this report at an appropriate 

time. I am thus of the opinion that subsections (a) and (b), above, are met because the 

information is held with a view to its future publication.  

 

To decide whether it is reasonable in all the circumstance to withhold disclosure until the 

intended publication date of 9 November, I must now consider the public interest test both 

for disclosure now, and for withholding until that date. 

 

Public Interest Test 

 

In order to satisfy the public interest test in relation to the exemption(s), it is necessary to 

conclude that the public interest arguments in favour of withholding the information are 

sufficient to outweigh the public interest arguments in favour of release.  

 

Public interest arguments in favour of disclosure 

 

There is a general public interest in the openness and transparency of government. In 

addition, there is a particular public interest expressed by the applicants requesting access 

to this report at this time in that they have identified the report as potentially containing 

information that is important to their own planning processes.  

 

The public interest in disclosure now primarily lies in the extent to which the organisations 



would be disadvantaged in their planning process if the information is withheld until the 

intended publication date. 

 

Public interest arguments in favour of withholding 

 

Although the report is now in its final form, it is still undergoing translation, after which it 

must be checked to ensure Welsh and English versions are both correct and consistent. 

As per Welsh Government’s responsibilities under the Welsh Language Act, we have a 

duty to release information bilingually and to ensure that both languages are treated 

equally. 

 

Additionally we must ensure that information placed in the public domain is checked to be 

correct and consistent. There is a public interest in ensuring information from Welsh 

Government is not released prematurely where there may be a risk that incorrect 

information enters the public domain. Publishing incorrect information can cause confusion 

and a loss of confidence in Welsh Government’s publications that would not be in the 

public interest. This applies to information published either in Welsh or in English. 

 

Balance of public interest test 

 

In balancing the public interest in release or withholding the information, I am mindful of 

our intended release date of 9 November. I believe it is not an unreasonable amount of 

time for us to complete translation and checking of the report ahead of release. It also falls 

well within the current planning cycle, and so I do not believe it greatly disadvantages the 

applicants for the information. 

 

I have thus come to the conclusion that the balance of the public interest lies with 

withholding the document until the intended publication date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


