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19 June 2017 

 
 
Dear , 
 
Request for Information – ATISN 11295 – Social Partner Strategy Group  
 
I wrote to you on 31 May regarding your request for information. You asked for: 
 
1. A list of members of the Social Partner Strategy Group. 

 
2. The terms of reference for the Social Partner Strategy Group. 

 
3. Agendas, minutes and any additional briefing papers relating to two meetings of the 

Social Partner Strategy Group with the First Minister and the Cabinet Secretary for 
Economy and Infrastructure held on 16 February and 16 March 2017.   

 
I can confirm that we hold information captured by your request.  I have concluded that the 
information captured by your first question is exempt from disclosure under Section 21 of 
the Freedom of Information Act 2000, information otherwise available.  The list of Social 
Partners Strategy Group Members is publically available in the document at the link below. 
http://gov.wales/docs/det/meetings/170126-cfer-item-6-new-arrangements-en.pdf  
 
The information you have requested for question two, the Terms of Reference for the 
Social Partners Strategy Group, is attached at Annex 1 of this letter.   
 
I have concluded that the information you have requested for your third question is exempt 
from disclosure under Section 35 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, policy in 
development.  My full reasoning for applying this exemption is given at Annex 2 to this 
letter. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 

mailto:EconomyandInfrastructureFOI@wales.gsi.gov.uk
http://gov.wales/docs/det/meetings/170126-cfer-item-6-new-arrangements-en.pdf


internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit, Welsh Government, Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NQ or  
FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk.   Please remember to quote the ATISN 
reference number.   
   
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF.  However, please note that the Commissioner 
will not normally investigate a complaint until it has been through our own internal review 
process. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
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ANNEX 1  

 
TERMS OF REFERENCE - SOCIAL PARTNER STRATEGY GROUP  
 
 
1. Title 

 
Social Partner Strategy Group 
 
 
2. Context and Purpose 

 

Discussions about social partner engagement have taken place between social partners 
and the Welsh Government at the Council for Economic Renewal (CfER) and the 
Executive Working Group. 
 
These discussions have identified the desire to establish a new group, separate from the 
CfER, with a more strategic role. This would enable more effective, regular and ongoing 
strategic dialogue between the social partners, Welsh Ministers and senior Welsh 
Government officials.   
   
The Council’s Executive Working Group has proposed the establishment of the tripartite 
Social Partner Strategy Group.   

 
 

3. Purpose 
 

The purpose of the Social Partner Strategy Group will be to provide a forum for social 
partners to share their experience and knowledge and contribute to the Welsh 
Government’s strategy development.  
 
The advice provided will assist the Welsh Government to:   
 

 improve its understanding of the economic and business landscape in Wales; 

 address current challenges and respond to future opportunities; 

 ensure that social partners are engaged in an early dialogue; 

 develop its strategic approach to economic development. 
 
 

4. Role 

 
The Social Partner Strategy Group will be responsible for providing Welsh Ministers and 
senior Welsh Government officials with advice to help shape the development of future 
strategy and policy to improve the economy of Wales.   



 
Specifically, the Social Partner Strategy Group will undertake the following functions:  
 

 provide new thinking and good advice that can contribute to the development of the 
Welsh Government’s wider strategic work on four cross-cutting strategies: 
 

o Prosperous and Secure 
o Ambitious and Learning 
o United and Connected  
o Healthy and Active 

 

 be a forum for early dialogue with the Welsh Government on wider strategic issues 
relating to the Welsh economic and business environment; 
 

 be the source of critical and creative advice in helping to test Welsh Government 
thinking around major strategic policy issues and outcomes.   

 
This Group will be advisory. Welsh Ministers, through the exercise of their legal powers, 
are responsible and accountable for the development and delivery of Welsh Government 
strategy, policy and interventions to improve the economy of Wales. 
 
5. Membership 
 
The Welsh Government will chair the Social Partners Strategy Group.  Its membership will 
be the following: 
 

 Three representatives from the Wales TUC  

 Three representatives from Commerce Cymru   

 Three representatives from the Welsh Government.  
 

Additional members can / will be called in to attend the Group a appropriate.  
 
6. Frequency 
 
The Social Partners Strategy Group will usually meet once a month. There may be 
exceptions to this frequency, for example during Assembly recess or because of 
unexpected events.   
 
7. Operation of meetings 
 
The Welsh Government and Wales Social Partners Unit will share secretariat 
responsibilities. The Welsh Government and Wales Social Partners Unit will jointly work to 
arrange the meetings and agendas.    
 
The Welsh Government and social partners will prepare papers as required.   
 
The meeting note will only record key points of discussion and any actions.  The note 
should not be circulated outside of the Group, without the permission of the Welsh 
Government.   
 
 
 



8. Confidentiality, Interests, Media 
 
To facilitate openness of discussion, documents for and the discussion at Strategy Group 
meetings must be treated in confidence.  
 
Documentation provided to the Group should remain confidential, and should not be 
disclosed unless the Welsh Government has given prior written consent to the release of 
information. 
 
Any conflicts of interest will need to be declared start of each meeting.  Documentation 
may be subject to access to information requests made under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000. Where such requests are received the Welsh Government's standard Freedom 
of Information procedures will be followed.  
 
Any press announcements or publicity relating to this Group will require the consent of the 
Group.   
 
9. Review 
 
After 12 months, the operation of the Social Partners Strategy Group will be reviewed to 
ensure that its activities and arrangements remain appropriate and fit for purpose.    

 



ANNEX 2 
 

ATISN 11295 - Consideration For and Against Disclosure of Information 
 
Section 35 (1)(a) – Formulation of Government Policy 
 
Decisions relating to non-disclosure have been taken with due consideration of the 
exemptions identified under sections 35(1)(a) of the Freedom of information Act 2000.  
 
This exemption states that: 
 
(1) information held by a government department is exempt information if it relates to  
(a) the formulation or development of government policy. 
 
Section 35 is a qualified (public interest tested) exemption.  This means that in order to 
engage it, I must show that the public interest in withholding the information is greater than 
the public interest in releasing it.  Before I can consider the public interest test however, 
the Welsh Government’s Code of Practice on Access to Information first obliges me to 
consider the ‘substantial harm’ test.  This means that it has to be shown that substantial 
harm would occur to the principle the exemption is seeking to protect if the information 
were released. 
 
Public Interest Test 
 
The main purpose of the Social Partner Strategy Group is to provide a forum for social 
partners to exchange views and share their experience on a range of economic 
development matters.The minutes of the two meetings held relates to the development of 
economic development policy and advice for Welsh Ministers.   
 
I recognise that the public has an interest in understanding the Government's 
considerations with social partners in the development of economic development policy. 
To release information now, may promote awareness of the issues that Government is 
currently considering, as well as enhancing transparency in the Government's policy 
making decisions.   
 
However, disclosing detail of ongoing discussions may serve to inhibit the free and frank 
exchange of views and may limit the capacity of the Group to provide honest feedback and 
input that is vital to informing good policy development.  Good government is dependent 
upon being able to receive frank advice and the ability to discuss all options without fear of 
premature disclosure.  Releasing details of those discussions could reduce the breadth 
and frankness of advice and discussion available to decision-makers.  The outcome of the 
Group’s deliberations cannot always be predicted, nor does it follow from that outcome 
that any proposed policy is necessarily adopted by government.  Premature disclosure is 
therefore unlikely to give an accurate indication of any final outcomes and may, in fact, be 
contrary to the public interest if it results in inaccurate or incomplete information being 
promulgated that creates false expectations regarding economic development policies.  
 
I am aware that as a general rule, the sensitivity of information is likely to reduce over time 
so that the age of the information or timing of the request may be relevant in determining 
whether to apply the exemption, or where the public interest may lie.  In this case, 
however, the information captured is very much current information and relates to policy 
which is still in development.   



 
I believe therefore that the balance of the public interest falls in favour of withholding 
information relating to these meetings as this information relates to policies that are still in 
development. 

 


