
 
 
 
 
 
October 3rd 2016 
 
Dear , 
 
ATISN 10772  - Procurement of Legal Services 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 20.09.16 requesting the following 
information. 
 

 In the 12 months ending 1 September 2016, how much was spent by the 
Welsh Government on legal services? 

 

 How much was spent by the Welsh Government on legal services in each of 
the five years previously? (where WG records will be for financial years 
running from 1 April to 31 March each year)   

 

 What analysis, if any, has been made of the success of the NPS framework in 
reducing legal spending? 

 

 Does the NPS still hold the target of reducing procurement spending by 10%? 
When is that target likely to be achieved? 

 
 
The information you requested is enclosed. 
  
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  

mailto:FreedomOfInformationOfficer@wales.gsi.gov.uk


 
 
 

Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 

 
In the 12 months ending 1 September 2016, how much was spent by the Welsh 
Government on legal services? 
 
£3,608,778 
 
How much was spent by the Welsh Government on legal services in each of the five 
years previously? (where WG records will be for financial years running from 1 April 
to 31 March each year)   
 
2011/12  £3,817,683 
 
2012/13  £3,392,064 
 
2013/14  £3,459,425 
 
2014/15  £4,685,151 
 
2015/16  £3,697,601 
 
What analysis, if any, has been made of the success of the NPS framework in 
reducing legal spending? 
 
The intention of the National Procurement Service (NPS) Legal Services by 
Solicitors’ Framework Agreement was to secure competitive hourly rates and other 
value added services for Welsh public sector organisations where out-sourced legal 
provision was required.   
 
A benefits assessment was undertaken by comparing the NPS framework rates with 
other collaborative framework rates previously in use across the Welsh public sector. 
This identified benefits arising across the 11 disciplines contained within the NPS 
framework of up to 42% dependent on the discipline when comparing professional 
fees. 
 
The benefits are broken down as follows 
 

Discipline Benefit 

Adult Social Services 0 

Child Social Services 0 

Civil Litigation 16% 

Corporate Governance and Ethical 
Standards 

10.33% 

Criminal Litigation 16% 

Education Law 6.67% 

Employment Law 7% 

Major IT and Commercial Projects 6.5% 

Planning and Environmental Law 2% 

Property Law 0% 

Specialist Welsh and UK Higher 
Education advice for HEFCW 

42% 

 



 
 
 

These benefits are based upon the maximum rates quoted by the solicitors which 
can be reduced during mini competitions.  
 
In addition, previous working travel rates have been reduced by a significant amount 
per discipline within the NPS framework. 
 
Does the NPS still hold the target of reducing procurement spending by 10%? When 
is that target likely to be achieved? 
 

As stated above, the benefits assessment that was undertaken when the NPS 

Framework commenced identified potential savings of up to 42% against the 

baseline of Welsh public sectors’ hourly rates that were in force at that time. 

Fees payable are dependent on a number of factors that influence the demand for 

external legal services. The requirement for external legal advice is therefore not at 

the same level year on year. 

However through use of the NPS framework the payment of higher fees that would 

result if no framework were in place are avoided. 

  



 
 
 

 


