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Wales Marine Strategic Advisory Group MINUTES February 2016 

 

Title of 
Meeting 

Marine Transition Programme (MTP) – Wales 
Marine Strategic Advisory Group (WMSAG) 

Date 23.02.2016 

Meeting 
Number 

5 Start Time 10.30 End Time 16:30 

Attendance 
 

Aberystwyth 

PD (Chair), GB (Marine Conservation Society & Wales Environment Link), ER (Dwr 

Cymru Welsh Water), NR (Welsh Local Government Association), EB (Royal Yachting 

Association), PB (Royal Yachting Association, NO’S (Wales Marine Fisheries Advisory 

Group), DG (Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historic Monuments of Wales), SY 

(WWF), RS (Wildlife Trusts Wales), RC (Welsh Federation of Sea Anglers), TJ (Welsh 

Aquaculture), DH (BMAPA Trading Association), JE (Welsh Fishermen’s Association), 

JD (Joint Nature Conservation Committee), KO (Joint Nature Conservation 

Committee),  KD (Natural Resources Wales), DC (Natural Resources Wales), JM 

(Milford Haven Port Authority), AS (Welsh Government), AF (Welsh Government), GD 

(Welsh Government), JB (Welsh Government), DT (Welsh Government), PC (Welsh 

Government), LG (Welsh Government), SD (Welsh Government), LD (Welsh 

Government), ZS (Welsh Government) 

 

Apologies DMcD (One Voice Wales), MR (British Marine Aggregates Association), MP (Visit 

Wales), CC (Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum) LT (Severn Estuary Partnership), SK (The 

Crown Estate), PB (Seabed Users), PH (Cragen Llyn a Mon), MP (Chair Pwllheli 

Partnership), DR (Mariteam Associates), RG (Welsh Government), GR (Welsh 

Government) 

 

 
 

# Item 

1. Welcome, Introductions,  Apologies & Minutes and Outstanding actions 

2. Round table Stakeholder Update and Discussion 

3. Discussion: Review of WMSAG engagement and its communication approach 

4. Marine Planning: Next steps 

5. The Environment Bill and Sustainable Development of Natural Resources 

6. LUNCH 

7. SPA/SAC consultation: An overview 

8. Marine Protected Areas: Network assessment so far 

9. Restoring and Enhancing Marine Biodiversity: Task and Finish Group proposal 

10. Proposed management measures for Cardigan Bay Scallop Fishery: History, Science and 
Stakeholder discussion 
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11. AOB and Dates for next meetings 

12. Close 

 
 

1. Welcome, Introductions, Apologies & Minutes and Outstanding actions 

1.1 PD opened the meeting and welcomed group members. PD reminded the group that this would be the final 

WMSAG meeting he would chair. 

1.2 The group agreed that they were content with the minutes from the last meeting. A number of ongoing actions 

were discussed. 

2. Round table Stakeholder Update and Discussion 

2.1 DH invited group members to attend the Mineral Products Association Wales planning workshop taking place 

on Friday 4 March. The details of the workshop will be circulated to the group via email after the meeting. 

2.2 EB of the Royal Yachting Association (RYA) outlined progress with the development of educational materials 

through a sustainability project. Other developments included the publication of a sewage impact report and the 

production of bespoke biosecurity planning guidance for marine clubs.  

2.3 In the absence of Visit Wales, PD asked whether the group would consider the possibility of their activities 

joining up with Visit Wales’ approach to creating centres of excellence around the Welsh coast. 

2.4 The group discussed the recent consultation regarding the Menai West Several Order. Some group members 

found the consultation process to be flawed, citing the lack of detail behind the intention of the Several Order. 

DT indicated that the current framework within which consultations are undertaken did not provide for the fullest 

transparency. 

2.5 DT and TJ agreed to look into the creation of a forum to consider improved processes for public engagement 

for proposed Several Orders such as Menai West. 

2.6 PC gave an update on the Wales Coastal Directory (WCD) in Pembrokeshire Coastal Forum’s (PCF) absence. 

The WCD 2016 update is underway and forms had been circulated to various organisations across Wales to 

collect the relevant information. Further groups have noted that they are still absent from the WCD and have 

been given the opportunity to join. 

2.7 JM provided an update from the Milford Haven Port Authority (MHPA). Ongoing work is being carried out by 

developers to identify sites to exhibit renewable wave energy devices. 

2.8 JM informed the group of a conference on Marine Renewable Energy taking place in Milford Haven on 14 

March. Marine Energy Pembrokeshire is providing tickets to this event. 

 

Action 1:  ZS to share details of Mineral Products Association Wales planning workshop to be circulated to the group 

via email after the meeting. 
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Action 2:  DT and TJ to look into the creation of a forum to consider improved processes for public engagement for 

proposed Several Orders. 

 

3. Discussion: Review of WMSAG engagement and its communication approach 

3.1 PD updated the group on the progress with appointing a suitable candidate to replace him in his role as chair. 

The new Future Generations commissioner was in the process of consulting over their work plan. Whether 

chairing the WMSAG was to be a part of their remit was still to be decided.  

3.2 PD reminded the group to provide any further stakeholder updates to RG by Friday 26 February. 

3.3 The group discussed the value of the WMSAG as a forum to communicate within. This was considered in light 

of the approaching Assembly elections and the subsequent 5 year period during which the new government 

would be operational. The group agreed that the WMSAG would continue to be a crucial tool with which to 

represent marine interests during this period. 

3.4 The group agreed that the WMSAG should continue to meet providing that some alterations were made to the 

format and frequency of the meetings. PD highlighted the need to work towards an integrated flow of 

information to achieve a bigger picture. 

3.5 Currently, the WMSAG meets every 6 months, however, some group members felt that this restricted the ability 

to pick up day-to-day issues. However, not all were in agreement due to the time constraints and work 

commitments. Options on meeting frequency will be provided to all via email. 

3.6 EB suggested that it would be useful for the group to have an overview of WG marine work in the form of a 

delivery plan that would enable them to monitor progress and take a ‘forward look’. 

 

Action 3:  All to provide any further stakeholder updates to Rebecca Gorman (BG) by Friday 26 February. 

Action 4: BG to share quarterly update with the group. 

Action 5: WG to consider EB’s suggestion to share a delivery plan denoting ongoing WG work. 

Action 6: BG to circulate options on meeting frequency via email. 

 

4. Marine Planning: Next steps 

4.1 PC gave an update on the draft Welsh National Marine Plan (WNMP) and the next steps involved. Recent 

developments included amendments to the WNMP, following suggestions given during informal consultation 

exercises between September 2015 and February 2016. These amendments included: 

 Alteration to the language of the WNMP to resemble that of a terrestrial management plan. 

 A reduction of the overall length the WMNP document through reducing the overall number of plan 

objectives and policies with some text transferring to the narrative.  

 Amendments to policies including improved consistency, avoiding repeating statutory requirements and 

ensuring they are evaluable.  
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 Retain clear links to the Marine Policy Statement (MPS) and the UK High Level Marine Objectives but 

more clearly incorporate the requirements of and context of the Well-being and Future Generations 

(Wales) Act and the Environment Bill/Act being introduced. 

 Providing greater spatial description so that the plan adds clear value to decision-making. 

 Improved consistency to the sector policies with safeguarding and supporting policies. 

 

4.2 PC described recent progress, approach to new policies, the application of spatial description (where possible) 

and proposals for plan implementation and guidance.  

4.3 Concern was raised that the term “spatial prescription” inferred a sense of directing activity whereas the text 

and process suggested differently. PC agreed to would take these comments back to the Marine Planning team 

to consider use of an alternative descriptive term. 

4.4 GB noted that their written submission had suggested that the ecosystem based approach method had not 

been sufficiently mentioned in the plan. There was confusion as to which principles had been applied to the 

plan. The Marine Planning team are to consider and respond.  

4.5 The group discussed the use of principles in the plan. Some group members asked that all principles were 

applied equally; other members believed that equal weighting could cause conflict between sectors. The group 

asked how the plan would deal with such conflict should the principles be applied equally. PC responded that 

the safeguarding policies gave some clarity, especially when read alongside the spatial areas. However, policy 

prioritisation both by sector and spatially (i.e. how the plan would work in practice) was a developing area of 

work through both the development of this plan and future iterations. Further plan guidance on implementation 

is under development and will help clarify this important area, aid further discussion and guide its future 

development. 

4.6 DG noted that information relating to policies on the marine historic environment had been amended in the 

plan’s revised text and now possibly lost both the content and effect. PC asked that the text be read alongside 

the narrative and that she confers with colleagues and respond to the Marine Planning team.  

4.7 PD suggested that there now may be a general need to amend the content of SA / SEA assessments to reflect 

new considerations brought into being by the Wellbeing Future Generations act which he would consider 

further. 

4.8 PC asked members for any comments on the proposed policies, spatial approach and proposed implementation 

by the end of February. 

 

Action 7: PC to take comments back to the Marine Planning team in relation to the planning principles for further 

consideration. Planning team to provide clarity. 

Action 8: PC to consult Marine Planning team on how the plan would deal with sector conflict should the policies  be 

applied equally to all areas, or otherwise how sector  priority would be developed, and how the plan might work in 

practice. 

 



WMSAG-16-M-05(02) 
 

5 
 

5. The Environment Bill and Sustainable Development of Natural Resources 

5.1 AF and AS presented information on the Environment Bill, noting that work would now begin on implementing 

the bill through legislative policy reform following the National Assembly for Wales’ recent decision to pass the 

measure.  

5.2 The bill’s aims include the improved management of natural resources at a rate that can maintain and enhance 

the resilience of our ecosystems. The bill also takes into account the needs of present generations without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs and contribute to the achievement of the well-

being goals. Further information can be found in: Item 5. 16-02-23 WMSAG -16 - P Ag 5: Environment (Wales) 

Bill - Presentation. 

5.3 Guidance around how the bill will apply within a marine context will be developed and made available for 

comment in the coming months. This would follow a Task and Finish group exercise to inform the guidance.  AF 

and AS welcomed group members to join the Task and Finish group. 

5.4 WMSAG members made clear the importance for steps to be made to swiftly inform marine organisations of the 

bill’s contents. This would reduce the risk of leaving key stakeholders feeling that they had not been involved, 

consequently discouraging ownership in the system. 

Action 9: WMSAG members to indicate their interest to ZS and BG with regards to their involvement with a Task and 

Finish group to inform guidance. 

 

6. SPA/SAC consultation: An overview 

6.1 DC presented information on the proposed SACs and SPAs for Wales. This included the location of the sites, 

their features of interest and the next steps involved. The group discussed whether the pSACs and SPAs had 

any protection now.   

6.2 The WMSAG was encouraged to respond to the ongoing ‘Proposed new marine Special Areas of Conservation 

and Special Protection Areas’ consultation, which can be found on the NRW website. The consultation has 

been extended and now runs until 3 May. ZS agreed to circulate the location of the consultation to the group. 

 

Action 10: WMSAG members to consider responding to the ‘Proposed new marine Special Areas of Conservation and 

Special Protection Areas’ consultation on the NRW website before 3 May. 

Action 11: LG to circulate information on the level of protection afforded to the pSACs and pSPAs. 

Action 12: ZS to provide the group with a link to the ‘Proposed new marine Special Areas of Conservation and Special 

Protection Areas’ consultation. 

 

7. Marine Protected Areas: Network assessment so far 
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7.1 LG presented the interim results of the progress towards an ecologically coherent network of MPAs. The Welsh 

Government asked the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) & Natural Resources Wales (NRW) to 

review the extent of protection offered to features by existing MPAs and to identify any potential shortfalls 

against the network obligations. Further information can be found in: Item 7. 16-02-23 WMSAG -16 - P Ag 7: 

Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas in Wales - Presentation. 

7.2 The interim results show that Wales is making substantial progress towards meeting its contribution to MPA 

network obligations for inshore waters. The network is well connected with good representation of all the broad 

scale habitats and the majority of the features of conservation interest. Work is ongoing to complete the 

assessment and a small number of gaps are anticipated for Wales. The results will be available in the summer. 

Some group members expressed an interest to discuss the results of the review outside of the WMSAG. A 

meeting will be arranged in the summer to carry out this discussion. 

 

Action 13: LG to arrange a meeting in summer months to discuss final results of the review with WMSAG members. 

 

8. Restoring and Enhancing Marine Biodiversity: Task and Finish Group proposal 

8.1 SD presented information on Restoring and Enhancing Marine Biodiversity, with the proposal to set up a Task 

and Finish group consisting of members of the WMSAG. The aim of the group would be to support the 

restoration and enhancement of marine biodiversity to aid its recovery, building on the resilience of marine 

ecosystems to support the sustainable use of our seas for future generations. 

8.2 This aim would be achieved by drawing upon the diverse expertise of WMSAG members (and their networks) to 

identify, prioritise and develop projects, establish a top 10 list of habitats and species at risk and agree the most 

beneficial and achievable projects to take forward. 

8.3 The group discussed the practicality of such an exercise considering the differing abilities represented through 

the WMSAG. Some group members expressed apprehension as to whether the WMSAG group would be a 

suitable source of members for the Task and Finish group. SD noted that the broad range of representatives 

within the WMSAG would provide a good foundation for the Task and Finish group.  

8.4 Members of the group requested that the Section 42 list containing information on features currently at risk be 

circulated to inform group members’ decisions. 

8.5 MK of the Milford Haven Port Authority suggested that the current work of the PIPs should feed into this 

process. 

8.6 Further information can be found in: Item 8. 16-02-23 WMSAG -16 - P Ag 9: Restoring and Enhancing Marine 

Biodiversity - Presentation.  

Action 14: SD to circulate Section 42 list containing information on features currently at risk 

9. Proposed management measures for Cardigan Bay Scallop Fishery: History, Science and 
Stakeholder discussion 
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9.1 JE of the Welsh Fishermen’s Association and Gill Bell of the Marine Conservation Society were given the 

opportunity to present their views on the proposed management measures for the Cardigan Bay Scallop 

Fishery consultation. JE asked MK of the Bangor University School of Ocean Sciences to explain the research 

behind the proposal. 

9.2 MK presented information on the scientific studies that formed the evidence base for Welsh Government’s 

proposal to permit scallop dredging in an area within the Cardigan Bay SAC. 

9.3 If a fishery were to be allowed, the proposed fishery would operate with priority given to the conservation 

threshold. A fishery threshold would also be applied and would include scallop quota and habitat threshold. If 

the habitat threshold was reached before the scallop quota the fishery would be closed. 

9.4 The studies referred to during the presentation can be found here (reports 59-61): http://fisheries-

conservation.bangor.ac.uk/wales/reports.php.en?menu=1&catid=10722&subid=10805  

9.5 GB presented the views of the WEL and MCS. She stressed her desire to work collaboratively but had serious 

concerns that the scientific basis was not objective and did not take full account of wider environmental issues. 

She asked for WG to reflect further and not to proceed as proposed. MK rejected criticisms of his research as 

being unfounded.  

9.6 GB noted that she had not been made aware that MK was presenting at the WMSAG meeting. DT apologised 

for any misunderstanding and agreed to discuss this with GB outside of the meeting.   

9.7 The group discussed the Welsh Government’s handling of the consultation. GB and RS were unhappy about 

the way in which WG had been involved in the process and commented that the consultation document should 

have been written more clearly and coherently. Some group members requested that a Task and Finish Group 

be established to give the proposals further consideration. It was also suggested that a lessons learned 

exercise needed to take place. PD said that he would take back these recommendations for further 

consideration.  DT agreed to produce a lessons learned document that would consider the points made. 

 

Action 15: DT to produce and circulate a lessons learned document to address the consultation’s handling. 

Action 16: DT to contact GB with regards to lack of prior knowledge of MK’s attendance. 

 

10. AOB and Dates for next meetings 

10.1 GD informed the group of a Marine Licensing Fees Review Workshop taking place on the 29 February 2016. He 

advised the group to contact to LD to indicate their interest in attending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://fisheries-conservation.bangor.ac.uk/wales/reports.php.en?menu=1&catid=10722&subid=10805
http://fisheries-conservation.bangor.ac.uk/wales/reports.php.en?menu=1&catid=10722&subid=10805
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Number Description Owner Status  

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (1)  

 

Share details of Mineral Products 

Association Wales planning workshop to 

be circulated to the group via email after 

the meeting. 

ZS Complete  

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (2)  

 

Look into the creation of a forum within 

which to consult over matters regarding the 

Menai West fishery. 

DT / TJ Pending 

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (3)  

 

Provide any further stakeholder updates to 

Rebecca Gorman (BG) by Friday 26 

February. 

 

All Complete  

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (4) Stakeholder update document to be shared 

with group 

BG Complete  

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (5)  

 

WG to consider EB’s suggestion to share a 

delivery plan denoting ongoing WG work. 

WG Pending 

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (6)  

 

WG to circulate options on meeting 

frequency via email. 

WG Pending 

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (7)  

 

To take comments back to the Marine 

Planning team in relation to the planning 

principles for further consideration. 

Planning team to provide clarity on the 

points raised. 

PC Pending 

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (8)  

 

Consult with Marine Planning team on how 

the plan would deal with sector conflict 

should the policies be applied equally to all 

areas, or otherwise how sector priority 

would be developed, and how the plan 

might work in practice . 

PC Pending 

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (9)  

 

Indicate interest to ZS and BG with regards 

to involvement with a Task and Finish 

group to inform guidance on the 

Environment Bill and Sustainable 

Development of Natural Resources. 

All complete 

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (10)  Members to consider responding to the All Complete  
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 ‘Proposed new marine Special Areas of 

Conservation and Special Protection 

Areas’ consultation on the NRW website 

before 3 May. 

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (11)  

 

Circulate information on the level of 

protection afforded to the pSACs and 

pSPAs 

LG Pending 

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (12)  

 

Provide web location of the ‘Proposed new 

marine Special Areas of Conservation and 

Special Protection Areas’ consultation to 

the group. 

ZS Complete  

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (13)  

 

Arrange a meeting in summer months to 

discuss final results of the Marine 

Protected Areas: Network assessment with 

WMSAG members. 

LG Pending 

To be included in the 
next WMSAG 

meeting 6th 
October 

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (14)  

 

Circulate Section 42 list containing 

information on features currently at risk 

SD / LG Pending 

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (15)  

 

Produce and circulate a lessons learned 

document to address the consultation’s 

handling. 

DT Complete  

WMSAG: 23/02/16 (16)  

 

Contact GB with regards to lack of prior 

knowledge of MK’s attendance. 

DT Pending 


