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Former Grove Park School, Acton, Wrexham 
 
Listing reassessment – March 2016 
 
Background 
The Welsh Government’s Historic Environment Service (Cadw) received a 
formal request to consider Grove Park School, Acton, Wrexham for listing on 
February 25th 2016. A site visit was undertaken by our listing inspector on 2 
March 2016 to evaluate the architectural interest of the building, and 
additional research has been conducted to establish the historic interest of the 
site.  
 
The building had been previously assessed and rejected for listing on two 
separate occasions. The first of these was in 1994, during the resurvey of the 
Acton Community when we surveyed Wrexham as part of a national survey of 
listed buildings. The second was in 2007/8 following a spot-listing request.  
On both occasions the building was not judged to be of sufficient quality and 
character to be listed at the national level. There would normally have to be 
relevant new evidence that had come to light for an earlier listing decision to 
be reversed. Furthermore, the ‘principles for selection’ (see Welsh Office 
Circular 61/96) make it clear that the threshold for more recent buildings is 
considerably higher due to greater survival.   
 
 
Historic Interest 
Grove Park School had been founded in 1895 as school for boys, but it soon 
provided education for girls as well. As numbers increased, purpose-built 
accommodation for girls was provided as Grove Park Girls Grammar School. 
Work started in 1936 and was completed in 1939, to designs of the county 
architect, Gilbert D Wiles. The school fits into a pattern for the provision of 
secondary education following the 1902 Education Act, in which grammar 
school building had an important role, and in its scale, reflects the growing 
importance of education in the interwar period. The importance of secondary 
education for girls had already been recognised by the Welsh Intermediate 
Education Act of 1889, but was boosted by the 1902 Act:  provision was made 
either in separate schools (as in this example), dual schools (in which boys 
and girls schools were combined under a single roof), or mixed schools. 
 

 
Architectural Interest 

The new grammar school buildings of the inter-war period (whether for girls or 
boys) were modelled on the form of private schools and colleges, with 
formalised centrally planned layouts around internal quadrangles often 
separated by a central hall.  Traditional architectural styles were favoured, 
and although gothic and Tudor were occasionally used,  neo-classical and 
neo-Georgian dominated, though increasingly simplified in the use and 
handling of materials. Steel framed windows, brick and artificial stone were 
common materials. It was only after the second world war, under the impetus 
of new legislation and a renewed commitment to the provision of education for 
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all, that more innovative design and planning was introduced, and there are 
many important examples from this later period in Wales. 
 
Grove Park School conforms to the common standard for inter-war school 
design both in its planning and also in its choice of style, which, whilst it has 
some elements which are reminiscent of art deco, broadly conforms to a neo-
classical tradition but in a 1930s interpretation.  
 
It is constructed of brushed brick with panels of herringbone and geometric 
arrangements. The main west facing entrance range is a wide 15 bay 
symmetrical façade with hipped advanced end bays and an advanced central 
entrance of stone. A dedication stone next to the entrance doors was laid by 
William Jones JP, Chairman of the Governors June 1938. Three wings project 
backwards, a central hall wing and on the outside two mirrored classroom 
wings. Quadrangles and cloistered walkways infill the spaces in between the 
wings.  
 
Internally it is utilitarian and hard wearing, as would be expected of a large 
education building. The main feature of interest is the double sweep stair in 
the main entrance hall with terrazzo treads and cast iron balustrading. Similar, 
but smaller stairs are located at the rear of each side wing. The basic layout of 
the classrooms survive largely intact with some degree of alteration and 
upgrading throughout, some dado panelling and doors and door frames 
survive. Flooring is parquet throughout the classrooms. 
 
 
Significance  
The published criteria for the selection of listed buildings set out an approach 
for twentieth century listing which is to identify the key examples for each of a 
range of building types and to treat them as broadly defining a standard 
against which to judge proposals for additions to the list. The bench-mark for 
post-war schools is set by a key group of schools in the former county of 
Glamorgan, designed by the county architect between 1922 and 1932, D 
Pugh Jones.   Schools in this group conform to the principles of planning and 
layout which dominated the period, but they also exhibit considerable stylistic 
flair and sophistication, making dramatic use of revived architectural styles 
(Georgian and Baroque).  
 
Grove Park School shares similar conventions of planning, and is a large and 
ambitious building, but it lacks the stylistic flair of the examples of inter-war 
schools that have already been listed (see Annex).  Although there are some 
elements of Art Deco, particularly in the surviving interior fittings, and some 
use of decorative brickwork externally, essentially it is a much more utilitarian 
building than the comparable listed examples.  It is therefore not an 
exceptional example of an inter-war school, and does not appear to meet the 
rigorous test required for listing twentieth century buildings.   
 
In conclusion, Grove Park School is representative of a period in school 
building arising from the expansion of secondary education during the first half 
of the twentieth century.  In architectural terms it is an example of an inter-war 
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school with some interesting features including an impressive internal 
staircase and some attractive external brickwork. As such is it could be 
considered an important building at a local level, forming a very distinctive 
feature of the Wrexham townscape and community. 
 
However, at a national level it is questionable whether it meets the threshold 
for listing as a building of special architectural or historic interest.  In order to 
achieve this it would need to be one of the best examples, when judged 
against other examples of its type.  In this regard Grove Park is typical of its 
period rather than exceptional in terms of its construction, layout and finish. 
No new evidence has been forthcoming that is sufficient to overturn the 
original listing decision regarding Grove School. Despite its interest at a local 
level, it is not particularly innovative in its design or planning, and better 
examples of such schools have been identified elsewhere and indeed have 
been listed.  
 
 
 
 
Historic Environment Service (Cadw) 
15 March 2016  
 
 
 
 
 

Annex 
 
Examples of schools of this type and period that are listed elsewhere in 
Wales 
 
St Ilan Comprehensive School, Caerphilly 
By D Pugh Jones the Glamorgan County Architect. Built 1932 as a Senior 
Girls School. A red brick single storey building of 4 wings in a ‘E’ plan, a long 
entrance wing with central entrance, behind 3 wings, the central containing 
hall and library and quads in the spaces in between. 
 

  
St Llan Comprehensive     
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Twyn County Junior School, Caerphilly 
Also by D Pugh Jones, 1922, a combined boys and girls school with each split 
across the ground and first floors. Built to an ‘H’ plan around a central 
courtyard design, the use of Baroque styling is exceptional for a building of 
this type and period. 

 
Twyn County Junior 

 
Tonyrefail School, Rhondda Cynon Taff 
By D Pugh Jones in 1933  as a grammar school in neo-Georgian style with a 
girls block on the N side and boys on the S side with a central hall and quads 
in between. Interior of particular merit. 
 
 

  
Tonyrefail School     
 

 
 


