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Hullo

Please find attached Plaid Cymru's response to the NDF consultation. I appreciate this is a
few days late, but trust it can be taken into account nonetheless

John Osmond
Special Adviser to Adam Price
Director of Policy, Plaid Cymru



















· Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability
Appraisal Report? Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators
you consider would strengthen the ISA.

13. Habitats Regulations Assessment

As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) was
undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address any
‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation and Special
Protection Areas for birds.

· Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report?

14. Welsh Language

We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the Welsh
language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on treating the Welsh
language no less favourably than English.

· What effects do you think there would be? How could positive effects be
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?

Support for areas where Welsh is widely spoken is crucial to maintaining Welsh as a living
language. As most of these areas are rural, a policy requiring SDPs to identify rural domains
or clusters of small towns and villages where a basic level of facilities and job opportunities
will be supported is essential to prevent selective depopulation and economic decline, and
thus decline of the Welsh language as well.



Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or changed
so as to have:

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use the
Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the
English language, and

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and on
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.

15. Further comments

· Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or any
alternative proposals you feel we should consider?

16. Are you...?

Providing your own personal response

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation

Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the
internet or in a report. If you would prefer your response to
remain anonymous, please tick here

x

Policies 17 to 33 are accompanied by three regional strategic diagrams. These each need to have a reference
number so they can be referred to in SDPs and other relevant policy documents. Their status and relationship
with the overall Wales Strategic Diagram needs to be clarified. The elements referred to in general policies
5,6,7,9,10 and 14 could be indicated symbolically on these plans.
As with the overall diagram, the elements shown should not be merely descriptive but indicate policy, such as
where regional and indeed international connectivity is to be improved. THE LACK OF ANY SPECIFIC
TRANSPORT POLICY AND STRATEGY IS A MASSIVE OMISSION FROM THIS DOCUMENT. Where
do the various metro proposals fit in? The overall development strategy for Wales must be in large part be based
on transport strategy. Development corridors along public transport routes are more appropriate in Wales than
a simplistic settlement hierarchy.




